Marie Smith Jones

Marie Smith Jones (May 14, 1918 —January 21, 2008)
was the last surviving speaker of the Eyak language of
Southcentral Alaska.'! She was born in Cordova, Alaska,
was an honorary chief of the Eyak Nation and the last
remaining full-blooded Eyak.(?! In a 2005 interview,
Smith Jones explained that her name in Eyak is udAch'
k'ugAXA'a'ch which, she said, translates as ‘a sound that

calls people from afar”.B

1 Biography

Jones married a fisherman, William F. Smith, on May 5,
1948. Although she had nine children with Smith, they
did not learn to speak Eyak due to the social stigma as-
sociated with it at the time. She moved to Anchorage in
the 1970s. So that a record of the Eyak language would
survive, she worked with linguist Michael E. Krauss, who
compiled a dictionary and grammar of it.!*! Her last older
sibling died in the 1990s. Afterwards, Jones became po-
litically active, and on two occasions she spoke at the
United Nations on the issues of peace and indigenous
languages. She was also active regarding environmental
Indian issues, including clearcutting.!*''> Jones suffered
from alcoholism earlier in her life, but gave up drinking
while in her early 50s;/>! she remained a heavy smoker
until her death.®! She died of natural causes on January
21, 2008 at age 89 at her home in Anchorage.!”’

2 See also

e Language death

e Linguistic rights

3 References

[1] “Marie Smith”. The Economist. February 7, 2008. Re-
trieved 2008-10-25. Marie Smith, the last speaker of the
Eyak language, died on January 21st, aged 89

[2] “Last full-blooded Eyak and fluent speaker of native
Alaskan language, dies”. Associated Press. January 5,
2008. Retrieved 2008-10-25.

[3] Elizabeth Kolbert, “Last Words”, The New Yorker, June
6, 2005.

[4] "How Do You Learn a Dead Language?", Christine Cyr,
Slate, Jan. 28, 2008

[5] Obituary by The Economist, 7T February 2008

[6] “Last Alaska language speaker dies”, BBC News, January
24, 2008.

4 External links

e Marie Smith Jones on National Public Radio
e Obituary by The Economist, 7 February 2008

e Article on Marie Smith Jones from Anglicans On-
line


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terminal_speaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eyak_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southcentral_Alaska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cordova,_Alaska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eyak_Nation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anchorage,_Alaska
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_E._Krauss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clearcutting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linguistic_rights
http://www.economist.com/obituary/displaystory.cfm?story_id=10640514
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Economist
http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/20080125114157/wire/world-news/last-full-blooded-eyak-and-fluent-speaker-of-native-alaskan-language-dies.html
http://www.princegeorgecitizen.com/20080125114157/wire/world-news/last-full-blooded-eyak-and-fluent-speaker-of-native-alaskan-language-dies.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Associated_Press
http://goliath.ecnext.com/coms2/gi_0199-4770145/LAST-WORDS-Marie-Smith-Jones.html#abstract
http://www.slate.com/id/2182949
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slate_(magazine)
http://www.economist.com/obituary/displaystory.cfm?story_id=10640514
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Economist
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/7206411.stm
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=18391658
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/NPR
http://www.economist.com/obituary/displaystory.cfm?story_id=10640514
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Economist
http://morgue.anglicansonline.org/080203/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicans_Online
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicans_Online

2 5 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

S Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

5.1 Text

e Marie Smith Jones Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Smith_Jones?0ldid=708502572 Contributors: Rmhermen, N-true,
Everyking, Yekrats, BigHaz, Pne, James Crippen, Gzuckier, Joyous!, Ukexpat, D6, Rich Farmbrough, Murtasa, Prsephonel674,
Kurieeto, BanyanTree, Richard Arthur Norton (1958- ), Canadian Paul, Mayumashu, Chavash, Brian1979, Unyoyega, Koryakov Yuri,
J.smith, Bezapt, Ser Amantio di Nicolao, Gilgunn2003, Michfan2123, Cydebot, Xabier Cid, CharlotteWebb, Redking7, Xeno, Ra-
dioKAOS, Scanlan, Waacstats, 1549bcp, Pere prlpz, Jeepday, VolkovBot, SieBot, Orereta, BenoniBot~enwiki, Vanished user ew-
fisn2348tui2f8n2fio2utjfeoi2 10r39jf, Gr8opinionater, Fanoler, Pete unseth, Alexbot, Zomno, BOTarate, MystBot, Addbot, AkhtaBot,
Luckas-bot, Yobot, Pinkpastel, Edderso, Full-date unlinking bot, Zylbath, RjwilmsiBot, Djembayz, IllustratorCollage, SD5bot, KasparBot
and Anonymous: 14

5.2 Images

5.3 Content license

e Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marie_Smith_Jones?oldid=708502572
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	Biography
	See also
	References
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


