
Red Thunder Cloud

Red Thunder Cloud (May 30, 1919 – January 8, 1996),
whose English name was Cromwell Ashbie Hawkins
West and who was also known as Carlos Westez,
claimed to be the last native speaker of the Catawba In-
dian language. His obituary was later published in this
language in the New York Times. Born in Newport,
Rhode Island, of African-American parents, his maternal
grandfather was prominent African-American lawyer and
community leader in BaltimoreWilliamAshbie Hawkins.
Cromwell West developed a passion for Native American
history during his teenage years. He embraced a Native
American identity and throughout his life, studied Native
American languages extensively.
Gordon (2005) reports the other last native speakers of
Catawba died before 1960. There are claims that Red
Thunder Cloud is apparently an impostor and he is not
really a native speaker of Catawban.[1]

1 References
[1] Ives Goddard, “The Identity of Red Thunder Cloud”,

Smithsonian Institution, reprinted from Society for the
Study of Indigenous Languages of the Americas Newslet-
ter, April 2000, accessed 8 Apr 2010

2 External links
• The Identity of Red Thunder Cloud

1

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catawba_(tribe)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newport,_Rhode_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newport,_Rhode_Island
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Ashbie_Hawkins
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/anthro/goddard1.html
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/anthro/goddard1.html


2 3 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

3 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

3.1 Text
• Red Thunder Cloud Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Thunder_Cloud?oldid=703374962 Contributors: Babbage, JackofOz,
Pne, Rich Farmbrough, Wikiacc, Sciurinæ, Linuxbeak, BrainyBroad, Asarelah, Gaudio, Bluebot, CPAScott, Benjaminlobato, Halo2roks,
Eastlaw, Cydebot, Davius, Waacstats, Johnpacklambert, Addbot, Full-date unlinking bot, VIAFbot, KasparBot and Anonymous: 9

3.2 Images
• File:Standard_legirons_taiwan01.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Standard_legirons_taiwan01.
jpg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: User:Klaus with K

3.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_Thunder_Cloud?oldid=703374962
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Standard_legirons_taiwan01.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Standard_legirons_taiwan01.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Klaus_with_K
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	References 
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


