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and constant intermarriage, this diversity has been maintained to the present time.
1

On the other hand, the relationship of aunt, applied and restricted to the father's

sister, is found in the system of the Tuscaroras and Wyandotes. In the former it

is Akk-kaw'-rac, in the latter Ah-ra'-hoc, which are evidently the Seneca Ali-ga'-huc

dialectically changed. This fact suggests the question, before stated, whether the

Wyandotes, Tuscaroras, and Senecas, are not more immediately connected, geneti-

cally, than the Senecas and other Iroquois nations. The Tuscarora and Wyandote
dialects are much further removed from the Seneca than the latter is from those of

the remaining nations : but it is possible that this may be explained by the long

separation of the former from the Iroquois, which would tend to increase the

variation, whilst the constant association of the Senecas with their confederates

would tend to retard their dialectical separation. It is one thing to borrow a term

of relationship and substitute it in the place of a domestic term, of equivalent

import, but quite a different undertaking to change an established relationship and

invent a new term for its designation. The first might occur and not be extraordi-

nary, but the latter would be much less likely to happen. Among the traditions

of the Senecas there is one to the effect that they had a distinct and" independent

history anterior to the epoch of their confederation with the other Iroquois nations.

This feature in their system of relationship, and which is shared by the Tuscaroras

and Wyandotes, and not by their immediate associates, tends to confirm the tradi-

tion, as well as to suggest the inference that the Senecas, Tuscaroras, and Wyan-
dotes, were of immediate common origin. It has been referred to, not so much
for its intrinsic importance as for the illustration which it furnishes of the uses of

systems of consanguinity and affinity for minute ethnological investigations through

periods of time far beyond the range of historical records

7. Two Mountain Iroquois.

The location and antecedents of this fragment of the Iroquois stock were

referred to in the early part of this chapter. Their system agrees substantially

with that of the Oneidas and Mohawks ; and is chiefly interesting as an illustration

of the ability of the system to perpetuate itself in disconnected branches of the

same stock.
2

1 Descent amongst the Iroquois is in the female line both as to tribe and as to nationality. The

children are of the tribe of the mother. If a Cayuga marries a Delaware woman, for example, his

children are Dclawares and aliens, unless formally naturalized with the forms of adoption : but if a

Delaware marries a Cayuga woman, her children are Cayugas, and of her tribe of the Cayugas. It

is the same if she marries a Seneca. In all cases the woman confers her tribe and nationality upon
her children. She will also adhere to the Cayuga system of relationship on the point under con-

sideration. For seventy years the Cayugas, still living in Western New York, have resided with

the Senecas, and constantly intermarried with them
;
but they still retain their dialect, tribes, nation-

ality, and relationships. In 1858 I asked a Cayuga woman on one of the Seneca reservations in

what relationship her father's sister stood to her. She replied,
" My mother." I expressed a doubt

of her correctness, but she adhered to her answer. She gave me the Seneca name for aunt in the

Cayuga dialect, but denied the relationship. I afterwards found the same deviation from the Seneca

form amongst the Onondagas, Oneidas, and Mohawks.
* There are Mohawks, Onondagas, Oneidas, and Cayugas now residing upon the Thames River in

Canada West. Besides these, there are Oneidas and Onondagas near Green Bay in Wisconsin, and

also Senecas in Kansas. The Iroquois in New York now number about 4000.
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II. Hurons. 1. Wyandotes.
A brief notice of the Hurons and of their descendants, the Wyandotes, has

already been given. They were called Wane'-dote by the Iroquois, which name

they afterwards adopted for themselves. 1 The Wyandotes affirm that the Dakotas

are descended from them, which must be understood simply as an assertion of their

genetic connection. They call the Dakotas Tun-da'-no. This was the name, still

preserved in Wyandote tradition, of the chief under whom the Dakotas separated

themselves from the Wyandotes. It signifies "Big Stomach." The Dakotas

themselves, it is said, still recognize the relationship, and style the Wyandotes
Brothers.

Their system of relationship will be found in the Table. It has all of the indica-

tive features of the common system, and agrees with the Seneca so completely that

its presentation in detail would be, for the most part, a literal repetition of the

description just given. The terms of relationship, in nearly every instance, are

from the same roots as the Seneca ; and although the dialectical variation, in some

cases, is quite marked, their identity is at once recognized. This, however, is of

less importance than the coincidence of the radical features of their respective

systems. A comparison of the two forms shows that the system in all its precision

and complexity, with the same original terms of relationship, now prevails in both

nations; and that it has descended to each, with the streams of the blood, from the

same common source. For two hundred and fifty years, within the historical

period, these nations have been separate and hostile, and were for an unknown

period anterior to their discovery, and yet the system has been preserved by each,

through the intervening periods, without sensible change. The fact itself is some

evidence of the stability and persistency of its radical forms. Its existence in the

Hodenosaunian branch of the Ganowanian family carries it back to the time when
these several nations were a single people.

The most remarkable fact with reference to this system of relationship yet
remains to be mentioned, namely, that indicative feature for indicative feature, and

relationship for relationship, almost without an exception, it is identical with the

system now prevailing amongst the Tamil, Telugu, and Canarese peoples of South

India, as will hereafter be fully shown. The discrepancies between them are

actually less, aside from the vocables, than between the Seneca and the Cayuga.
The comparative table of the Seneca-Iroquois and Yankton-Dacota systems of

relationship, referred to at page 154, is appended to this chapter.

1 It signifies
"
calf of the leg," and refers to their manner of stringing strips of dried buffalo moat.
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When the Minnitarees reached the Upper Missouri they found the Mandans,
as the traditions of the latter affirm, in the possession of the country ;

and they

were allowed to take up their residence apart, but near them, on the river as a

friendly people. Although the Mandan tradition asserts that the Minnitarees
" came out of the water to the east," it seems highly probable that they were

originally from the region of the Gulf of Mexico, and that they are one of the

connecting links between the Choctas and Creeks, and the Dakota nations.

There is some evidence in their respective systems of relationship tending to the

same conclusion. On the other hand, the Mandans were not intrusive, but estab-

lished on the north of their nearest congeners, the Dakota and Missouri nations.

They had been forced in later years by the hostility of the Dakotas further up the

river, as the remains of their old villages, still to be seen, as well as their own
accounts attest. The Mandans now call themselves Me-too'-ta-hak,

" South Vil-

lages," which implies their displacement from a more southern location. They
could have learned neither agriculture nor house building from the Dakotas, as

the latter knew nothing of cultivation, or of house architecture
; nor yet of the

COMPARATIVE VOCABULARY.
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in the system of the Algonkin nations. It likewise follows, as a further inference

that the Minnitaree, Crow, Mandan, Winnebagoe and Missouri nations may have

been derived mediately or immediately from a single nation ; that the Gulf and

Prairie nations may each have been derived from a single nation
;
and that the

three original nations may have sprung from a common stem-people still further

back. In this manner the evidence from special features contained in the system
is reconciled with the evidence from identity of vocables in the dialects first-named

;

leaving it probable that the Minnitarees and Crows form the nearest connecting
link between the nations of the Gulf, and those upon the Missouri.

In this connection, attention may be directed to the dialects thus far named,
taken collectively, as they appear in the Table. The people are classified together
as belonging to the Dakotan stem. There is such a thing in the Ganowanian

dialects as contrast and similarity in vocables
;
as excessive deviation and family

resemblance; and as ancient and modern separation of stock languages. It can be

detected and traced long after the vocables themselves have lost their identity.

From first to last, among the great branches thus far considered, the terms of rela-

tionship have a family cast ; a tendency, so to express it, to reveal their identity,

although deeply concealed
;
a certain similarity of aspect which arrests attention

while it baffles the scrutiny thereby invited. On the other hand, the same terms

in the Algonkin dialects, when compared, are in sharp contrast. They wear an

unfamiliar appearance, expressive of long-continued separation. The change has

become so excessive as to repel the supposition of their identity within a compara-

tively modern period, or that they could have been spoken in the same household

for many ages. The following terms will illustrate the similarity to which reference

has been made:
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SCHEDULES OF CONSANGUINITY AND AFFINITY OF THE GANOWANIAN FAMILY, WITH THE NAMES BY
WHICH THE SEVERAL NATIONS DESIGNATE THEMSELVES, AND THE NAMES OF THE PERSONS BY WHOM
THE SEVERAL SCHEDULES WERE PREPARED.

Indian Nations.
Names by which they call

themselves.

Persons by whom and Places where the Schedules
were filled.

1. SENECA.

2. CAYUGA.

3. ONONDAGA.

4. ONEIDA.

5. MOHAWK.

6. TUSCARORA.

7. Two MOUNTAIN

IROQUOIS.

8. WYANDOTE.

9. DAKOTA, ISAUN-

TIE.

10. DAKOTA, YANK-
TON.

Nun-da'-wa-o-no, "Great

Hill People."

Gwe-u'-gweh-o-no',
"
People at the Mucky

Land."

O-nun'-da-ga-o-no',

"People on the Hills."

O-na'-yote-ka-o-no',

"Granite People."

Ga-ne-a'-ga-o-no', "Peo-

ple possessors of the

Flint."

Dus-ga'-o-weh-o-no',

"Shirt-wearing Peo-

ple."

(Mohawks and Oneidas.)

Wane-dote', "Calf of the

Leg." This name was

given to them by the

Iroquois, and adopted

'by them. It relates to

their manner of string-

ing buffalo-meat.

I-saun-tie'. They for-

merly lived at I-san-

tain-de, or Knife Lake.

Hence, probably, the

name, as Riggs con-

jectures.

Yank-ton', "Village at

the End." (Riggs.)

Lewis H. Morgan, at Tonawanda Indian Reserva-

tion, New York, December, 1858, with the assist-

ance of Miss Caroline G. Parker (Je-go'-sa-seh),
an educated Seneca woman.

Lewis H. Morgan, at Tonawanda, July, 1859, with

the assistance of a Cayuga woman, and Miss Par-

ker as interpreter.

Lewis H. Morgan, at Rochester, New York, October,

1859, with William Buck, an educated Onondaga.
1. Lewis H. Morgan, at Oneida Centre, New York,

May, 1860, with Jas. Christian, an Oneida Indian.

2. L. H. Morgan, at Albany, New York, February,

1861, with Henry Jordan, of St. Regis Reserva-

tion, half Oneida and half Mohawk.
1. Lewis H. Morgan, at Tonawanda, January, 1860,

with a Mohawk from Grand River, Canada West.

2. At Albany, February, 1861, with Henry Jordan.

1. Lewis H. Morgan, at Tonawanda, January, 1860,

with a Tuscarora woman, assisted by Isaac Doctor,

interpreter.

2. From Cornelius C. Cusick, of Tuscarora Reserva-

tion, a Tuscarora Indian, August, 1860. A partial

schedule.

Lewis H. Morgan, at Pomme de Terre, Minnesota,

July, 1861, with a Two Mountain Iroquois, then

returning from the Hudson's Bay territory.

Lewis H. Morgan, at Wyandote Reservation, Kan-

sas, June, 1859, with the assistance of Matthew R.

Walker and William Walker, educated half-blood

Wyandotes.

Rev. Stephen R. Riggs, Missionary of the American

Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,

made at the Dakota Indian Mission, Pajutaze,

Minnesota, March, 1859.

Lewis H. Morgan, at Rnlo Half-Breed Reservation,

Nebraska Territory, June, 1859, with the assist-

ance of a Yankton woman, and Charles Rulo as

interpreter.
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SYSTEM OF CONSANGUINITY AND AFFINITY OF THE GANOWANIAN FAMILY.



NOTATION IN TABLE II.

VOWELS.

a as a in ale, mate,

a " " "
art, father,

a " " "
at, tank,

a " " "
all, fall.

e as e in even, mete,

e " " "
enter, met.

e has a nasal sound as the French en

in mien.

i as i in idea, mite.

i
" " "

it, pity.

o as o in over, go.

6 " " "
otter, got.

u as u in use, mute,

u " oo " food.

CONSONANTS.

ch as ch in chin.

g hard as in go.

g soft as in gem.

h 1

represents a deep sonant guttural.

h' represents a breathing sound of the

letter.

kw' represents the same.

n nasal as n in drink,

n' nasal pronounced with the tongue

pressing the roof of the mouth.

r pronounced with the tip of the tongue

touching the roof of the mouth.

s hissing sound of s.

' An apostrophe after a word denotes

an almost inaudible breathing

sound of the last letter.

1 An interrogation mark at the end of a

term implies a doubt of its correct-

ness.

' - A circumflex connecting two sylla-

bles indicates that the two are

pronounced quickly with .one effort

of the voice.

( 292)
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TABLE II. CONSANGUINITY AND AFFINITY or THE GANOWANIAN FAMILY.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.

,

i

21 Mv younger brother.

(Male speaking.)
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.



324 SYSTEMS OF CONSANGUINITY AND AFFINITY

TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued,
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.



366 SYSTEMS OF CONSANGUINITY AND AFFINITY

TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE 11. Continued,
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. 'Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.
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TABLE II. Continued.


