Chapter 1: The Basic Form of the Noun

Nouns in Mingo are words which refer to people, places, animals, plants,
objects, and abstract notions. There are a number of different types

of nouns in Mingo -- we'll start here with the Simple Noun. Simple
Nouns occur in a number of different forms. The first form we'll look

at is the Basic Form.

The Basic Form of a Simple Noun is composed of four parts: a Noun

Prefix, a Noun Base, a Linker Vowel, and a Noun Suffix. They always
occur in exactly this order.

Noun Prefix + Noun Base + Linker Vowel + Noun Suffix

Here are some examples of Simple Nouns, broken down into their four
parts:

u- -'ndéhs- -a- =! u'nohsa'’ onion
u- -wis- -&- -! uwisea' ice

u- -né- -0~ =! unéo' corn
ka- -khw- -a- =! kakhwa' food
kd- -yatdsh- -e- -! kdyatoshe' book

To begin with, we'll look at each of these four parts.

1.1. Noun Prefix

Most Simple Nouns take some type of Noun Prefix. There are two basic
Noun Prefixes, which we call the Agent prefix, and the Patient prefix.
The basic form of the Agent Noun Prefix is ka-. The basic form of the
Patient Noun Prefix is u-. The nouns that take the Agent Noun Prefix --
such as «kakhwa'» "food" -- are called Agent Nouns, while the nouns that
take the Patient Noun Prefix -- such as «uwisa'» "ice" -- are called

Patient Nouns.

This division between Agent Nouns and Patient Nouns in Mingo is very
similar to what in other languages is called "noun gender". If you've
studied French or Spanish, you know that all nouns in those languages
must be either "masculine” or "feminine". In German, all nouns must be

either "masculine”, "feminine" or "neuter”. In Algonquian languages,



such as Cree, Ojibwe, or Cheyenne, nouns belong either to the "animate"
or the "inanimate™ gender.

Is there any way to tell whether a given noun in Mingo is going to be an
Agent Noun or a Patient Noun? Well, yes and no. Take a look at the
following lists of nouns, divided into Agent Nouns and Patient Nouns.

Some Agent Nouns

kahikwaea' -- hat
kadsha' -- box
kééweeé' -- wire
katkunya'shee' -- ladle
katsi'kdya' -- chair
kayatdshee' -- book
kaya'ta' -- doll
kaeu'ta' -- gun
katsihkwand' -- button
kakawihsa' -- shovel
kashewé'ta' -- bell
ka'nd' -- arrow

Some Patient Nouns

uka'steez' -- mud
unég' -- corn
und'kwa' -- milk
usae'ta’' -- bean
utsi‘tsu'kwa' -- pear
u'nehsa’ -- sand
unéta' -- rhubarb
uyé'kwa' -- tobacco
usn®' -- bark
unoni'ta’ -- thistle
unékhwa' -- bloodroot
uhséé' -- frost

As we can see from the lists above, Patient Nouns typically refer to
things which are found in nature, whereas Agent Nouns typically refer to
things which are man-made. Although most Simple Nouns follow this
general principle, there are definitely exceptions, so we can't rely on

it all the time. Here are a few of the nouns which seem to belong to the
"wrong" class.

Some Agent Nouns That ""Should Be™ Patient Nouns



kahéta' -- forest

kétahsa' -- fin

kakaa' -- eye

katsistota'sha' -- strawberry
kaéhta' -- swamp

wahta' -- maple tree

Some Patient Nouns That "'Should Be' Agent Nouns

u'syohsa’ -- leather
uehkwa' -- bread
uéhtsi'e' -- fried meat
uthe'sha' -- flour
uhsiyee' -- thread
u'niskaea' -- wheel

Although ka- and u- are the basic forms for the Agent Noun prefix and
the Patient Noun Prefix, respectively, they aren't the only forms. The
Agent Noun Prefix also shows up as ka- (as in «kayatdshae'» "book™), ké-
(as in «kééweé'» "wire"), kee- (as in «kaeahkwa'» "sun/moon"), and w- (as
in «wahta'» "maple tree"). The Patient Noun Prefix also shows up as U-

(as in «aya'» "another one™), and aw- (as in «awényahsa'» "heart"). We
will learn the rules for when to use these different forms later on.

Although the vast majority of Simple Nouns take either the Agent Noun
Prefix or the Patient Noun Prefix, there is a group of nouns which take
a null (or zero) Noun Prefix in their most basic form. All of the nouns
in this group begin either with a, & or &, and many of them end in -she".

Some Nouns With a Zero Noun Prefix

atya'tawi'sha' -- clothes
ahtahkwa' -- shoe

énisha' -- day
énisha' -- shelf
é'htsha’ -- ball

éni'ta’' -- month

1.2. Noun Base

The Noun Base is the heart of the Simple Noun. It's the the part the

carries the basic meaning of the noun, such as -ya'tawi'sh- "clothes", -ka-
"eye", or -nd'kw- "milk". We always write Noun Bases with a hyphen at both
the beginning and at the end, to show that the Noun Base cannot stand on



its own as a word, but must always have something added to it to make it
a complete word.

1.3. Linker Vowel

The job of the Linker Vowel is to connect the Noun Base to what comes
after it. All nouns in Mingo take one of four Linker VVowels, either -a-

, -&-, -0- or -é-. By far the most common Linker Vowel is -a-, followed
by -&- and -6-; only a relatively few nouns take -é- as their Linker
Vowel.

Some Nouns With -a- Linker VVowel

und'kwa' -- milk
u'nehsa’ -- sand
kaya'ta' -- doll
wahta' -- maple tree

Some Nouns With -&- Linker Vowel

kakanya'sha' -- knife
uéhtsi'ae' -- fried meat
uthe'sha' -- flour
kaéhtea' -- cloth

Some Nouns With -6- Linker VVowel
ka'ng' -- arrow

unéd' -- corn

Some Nouns With -é- Linker VVowel
keééweé' -- wire

ké'tdowe' -- bottom

As we can see from the lists of words above, there is no relationship
between a noun's Linker Vowel and its status as an Agent Noun or a
Patient Noun. Both of these are things that you must just learn
separately about each Mingo noun.



1.4. Noun Suffix
There are three Noun Suffixes in Mingo. The simplest of these, called

the Basic Noun Suffix, occurs at the end of all Simple Nouns. It always
takes the form -', which is why all Simple Nouns end with a -'.

Chapter 2: The Rule of Vowel Lengthening

For most Nouns, their Basic Form is composed of the Noun Prefix, plus
the Noun Base, plus the Linker Vowel, plus the Noun Suffix, with no
other changes. However, with some Nouns, the situation is a little more
complicated. The complications arise from the rule of Vowel Lengthening.

2.1. Vowel Lengthening

The rule of Vowel Lengthening applies to the next-to-last vowel in the
word. In many words, a vowel that would otherwise be pronounced short,
is pronounced long when it occurs as the next-to-last vowel in a word.
Take, for example, the Noun Base -hat-, which means "forest". The
Basic Form of this noun is «kahata'» "forest", with the -a- of the Noun
Base lengthened to -4-. Likewise with the Basic Form «uwisa'» "ice",
from the Noun Base -wis-. With both of these Nouns, a vowel which is
basically short gets lengthened when it occurs as the next-to-last vowel
in the word. When these same vowels are not next-to-last in the word,
they do not get lengthened, and so are pronounced short, as in
«kahata'sh0'o» "forests", and «uwisa'ke» "on the ice".

However, this rule which lengthens the next-to-last vowel does not
affect all words. In many words, the next-to-last vowel remains short,
as in «kakanya'sha'» "knife", «u'nehsa’» "sand", «unéd'» "corn™, and
many others. The key to knowing when it applies is to look at the
sound(s) that comes immediately after the next-to-last vowel. To
understand this, we can break the rule down into several smaller
patterns:

(1) When the next-to-last vowel is followed by a single -t-, -k-,
-s-, -h-, -n-, -w-, or -y-, the vowel will be lengthened. For
example, «ké'toéwé'» "bottom", «uhsiye'» "thread", «undta'»
"rhubarb".

(2) When the next-to-last vowel is followed by either a single -'-,
or by a sequence of consonants beginning with either -h- or -'-,



the vowel will not be lengthened. For example, «uéhtsi'ae'»
"fried meat", «katkunya'sha'» "ladle", «u'nehsa'» "sand".

Beyond these two basic patterns, we need to introduce the idea of odd-
numbered vowels and even-numbered vowels. Odd-numbered vowels are those
which are the 1st, 3rd, 5th, etc... vowels in a word; even-numbered

vowels are those which are the 2nd, 4th, 6th, etc... vowel in word. As

a general rule, even-numbered vowels in Mingo are given more prominence
than odd-numbered vowels. This carries over into the rule of Vowel
Lengthening.

(3) When the next-to-last vowel is an even-numbered vowel, and is
followed by sequence of consonants beginning with -t-, -k-, -s-
or -n-, the vowel will be lengthened. For example, «unékhwa'»
"bloodroot", «undkta'» "space", «kandskwa'» "domesticated
animal". If it is an odd-numbered vowel, and/or followed by
different consonants, it will not be lengthened. For example,
«kakhwa'» "food", «kakaista'» "eyeglasses", «utséésta'» "coal,
ember".

There are exceptions to all of these patterns, especially (3). For
example, the consonant sequence -sh- sometimes allows the preceding
vowel to lengthen, as in «énisha'» "shelf", and «&'htsha'» "ball", but
sometimes it keeps the preceding vowel short, as in «énisha'» "day",
and «teyuhatesha'» "light". Exceptions such as these must simply be
learned on a word-by-word basis. Nonetheless, most words in Mingo,
including both Nouns and Verbs, do follow these patterns.

2.2. The Vowels -a- and -e-

The vowels -a- and -&- in Mingo are special with respect to the rule of
VVowel Lengthening. These vowels only ever lengthen if they are even-
numbered; when they are odd-numbered, they always remain short, no
matter what follows them. When they are even-numbered, they follow the
same patterns as other vowels, namely:

(4) When -a- or —-&- 1is the next-to-last vowel, and is even-numbered,
and is followed by a single -t-, -k-, -s-, -h-, -n-, -w-, -y-, Or
by a consonant cluster beginning with -t-, -k-, -s- or -n-, the
vowel will be lengthened. For example, «kahata's» "forest",
«tsyu'tdka'» "mink", «kekanya's» "I pay".

(5) When those conditions do not hold, the vowel remains short. For
example, «kakaa'» "eye", «tsinutaka'» "muskrat", «kaka'ta'»
"white oak tree".

As a further complication, all Linker VVowels, even those which are -6-
or -é- follow these same rules for lengthening. That is, -a- and -e-
always follow these special rules, no matter whether they are the Linker



VVowel or just a regular vowel, but -6- and -é- will also follow these
rules when they occur as the Linker VVowel in a word.

Note that -a- and -&- are special in another way. The vowel sequence
-az- never occurs in Mingo. Instead, the -a&- sequence is replaced by
-&a&-. This rule most often comes into play in the case of a Noun Base
ending in -a-, followed by the Linker Vowel -g&-. For example,
«a'washaa'» "earring", «ényaskaa'» "brooch”, «uéhteae'» "fuzz".

Note that in each of these example, the first -e- is the next-to-last
vowel in the word, and is also odd-numbered. When the first -z- is the
next-to-last vowel, and is even-numbered, then the vowel lengthens.
However, the vowel sequence -aa- never occurs in Mingo. Instead, the
-aa- sequence is replaced by -4a-. For example, «unéhi'kda'» "pimple",

4] n

«ukaa'» "inner bark of a tree", «ka'tda'» "chimney".

When the second -e- is the next-to-last vowel in the word, the sequence
always remains -ge-, no matter what other conditions apply. For
example, «kaéhtaeeaek6» "under the cloth”, «au'kaeste'» it sticks out™.

When other suffixes are added on to these words, the -4a- sequence goes

back to being -&ee- , since the rule of Vowel Lengthening can no longer

apply to them. For example «undhi‘kase'shd'0» "pimples”, «ukaea'ke» "on the
inner bark", «ka'teeae'shd'0» "chimneys".

2.3. Inherently Long Vowels

Finally, note that some vowels are inherently long. They are pronounced

long no matter where they are in the word. For example, in the Noun

Base -tsi'kay- chair, the -&- is inherently long. It will always be

pronounced long, no matter where it is in the word. For example,

«katsi'kaya'» "chair", «katsi'kaya'shd'é» "chairs", «katsi'kaya'ke» "on the chair".

Chapter 3: The Plural Form of the Noun

The Plural Form of a Simple Noun in Mingo is composed of 5 parts:
Noun Prefix + Noun Base + Linker Vowel + Noun Suffix + Plural Suffix

The Plural Suffix takes the form -shé'6. Here are some examples of
Plural Forms of Simple Nouns, broken down into their 5 parts.



ka- -'seht- -a- -'- -sho'o ka'sehta'sho'o cars
ka- -'ash- —-&- -'- -sho'o ka'asha'sho'o baskets
u- -shaist- -a- -'- -sho'o ushaista'sho'o snakes
u- -no'ka- —&- -'- -sho'o uno'kex'sho'o horns
u- -ské'- -é- -'- -sho'o uské'é'sho'o seeds

For most nouns, like the ones above, the Plural form is the same as the
Basic Form, plus -sh¢'6. For some nouns, though, the addition of -sh6'6
triggers a change in vowel lengthening, following the rules discussed in
Chapter 2. For example, «kahata'» "forest" and «kahata'sh§'0»

"forests", «kandskwa'» "domesticated animal™ and «kandskwa'sh'o»
"domesticated animals", «&nisha'» "shelf" and «énisha'shd'6» "shelves".

If the Basic Form of the Noun ends in -aa', the Plural Form will end in
-@a&'shd'0. For example, «ukwad'» "orange" and «ukwaea'shd'd» "oranges”,

«uhsowdhkaa'» "piece of wood" and «uhséwdhkaea'sho'd» “pieces of wood".

Chapter 4: The Locative Forms of the Noun

Besides the Basic Noun Suffix, there are two other suffixes that can be
put in that same slot. Both of these suffixes have to do with the idea
of location, and so we call them the "Locative Suffixes". The Locative
Forms of Simple Nouns is composed of these four parts:

Noun Prefix + Noun Base + Linker Vowel + Locative Suffix

There are two main Locative Forms of the noun in Mingo, called the
External Locative and the Internal Locative.

4.1. The External Locative Form of the Noun

The first of the two locative suffixes is called the External Locative
Suffix. It generally translates into English as "on" or "at", or
sometimes "in". In other words, it refers to a location on the outside
surface of the object. For the vast majority of words, this suffix

takes the form -'ke. Here are some examples of Simple Nouns in their

External Locative forms, broken down into their four component parts:

d- -ahtahkw- -a- -'ke ahtahkwa'ke on the shoe
ka- -yatosh- -&- -'ke kdyatoshe'ke on the book
ka- -hsikwa- —-&— -'ke kahsikwaa'ke on the fork
ka- -'seht- -a- -'ke ka'sehta'ke on the car

u- -'nehs- -a- -'ke u'nehsa'ke on the sand



Note that -'ke is another suffix which can change the syllable count of
the word, which can affect the rule of Vowel Lengthening. For example,
«kaneésta'» "floor" and «kanestee'ke» "on the floor".

Nouns whose Basic Form ends in -a&', will end in -&&'ke in the External

Locative Form. For example, «ka'taad'» "chimney" and «ka'tea'ke» "on the
chimney".

Although the External Locative suffix takes the form -'ke with nearly
all words in Mingo, it does have one other form. It takes the form -ke
when added onto a word (typically a verb) which ends in a consonant.
For example, «haksut» "my grandfather" and «haksutke» "at my
grandfather's” (house, home, place, etc...), «hatétsé's» "(he is) a
doctor" and «hatetsé'ske» "at the doctor's, at the clinic".

4.2. The Internal Locative Form of the Noun

The other Locative Suffix is called the Internal Locative Suffix. It
typically is translated as "inside" or "under" or "within". It refers

to some location that is enclosed inside the object. It takes the form
-kd with all words. Here are some examples of Simple Nouns in their
Internal Locative forms, broken down into their four component parts:

u- -ka'sta- —-&- -ko uka'stexkd under the mud

ka- -'seht- -a- -ko ka'sehtakd under the car

g- -atya'tawi'sh- -&- -k6 atya'tawi'shakd under the clothes
ka- - (h)éhta- - -ko kaéhtaexkd under the cloth
u- -'niska- —-&- -ko u'niskexkd under the wheel

Once again, this suffix can cause changes in vowel lengthening. The
Linker Vowel is always in the next-to-last syllable of the Internal
Locative Form of the Noun. If thae Linker Vowel is odd-numbered, it
will stay short. But if it is even-numbered, the Linker Vowel will

become long, following the regular rules of Vowel Lengthening. The only
exception is the sequence -&e-, which stays -&a- even if the second -e-
is an even-numbered vowel. For example, kahata' forest and kahatakd in
the forest, «késkaad'» "mat" and «késkaeaekd» "under the mat".

Chapter 5: The Locative Plural Forms of the Noun

It is possible to combine the Locative Forms of the Noun with the Plural
Form of the Noun to create Locative Plural Forms. These forms are
composed of 5 parts:



Noun Prefix + Noun Base + Linker VVowel + Locative Suffix + Plural Suffix

5.1. External Locative Plural Form

The External Locative Plural Form is created by adding the Plural Suffix
onto the end of the External Locative Form of the noun. Note, however,
that in this construction, the Plural Suffix always takes the short form
-shd, and not the long form -sh¢'o.

- -énish- -&- -'ke- -sho énisha'keshod on the shelves
ka- -'seht- -a- -'ke- -sho ka'sehta'kesho on the cars
u- -no'ka- —-&- -'ke- -sho unod 'kaez'kesho on the horns
- -ahtahkw- -a- -'ke- -sho ahtahkwa'keshd on the shoes

5.2. Internal Locative Plural Form

The Internal Locative Plural Form is created by adding the Plural Suffix
onto the end of the Internal Locative Form of the noun. Note, however,
that in this construction, the Plural Suffix always takes the short form
-shd, and not the long form -shé'e.

ka- -ndhs-— -a- -ko- -sho kandhsakosho under the houses
ka- -'seht- -a- -ko- -sho ka'sehtakoshd under the cars

ka- -yatosh- -&- -ko- -sho kdyatoshaekdsho under the books
ka- - (h) 6sh- —-&- -ko- -sho kadshakoshod inside the boxes

Note that although the Internal Locative suffix has a long vowel when it
occurs at the end of a word, as in «kanthsaké» "under the house", it
always has a short vowel when followed by the Plural suffix.

Chapter 6: Particles Used with Nouns

Of all the particles in Mingo, there are three which occur most
frequently right before nouns. These are the phrase marker particle
«nex», and the two Demonstraive particles «néké» and «huiké».

6.1. The Phrase Marker Particle ne
This is the most basic of the three particles. It has no real

translation equivalent in English, but more often than not, when you see
a noun in a Mingo sentence, it will have «ne» in front of it. For



example, «ne kahata'» "forest, the forest, a forest, forests"; «ne

kahsikwaeae'» "fork, the fork, a fork, forks"; «ne und'kaea'» "horn, the
horn, a horn, horns".

It can be used before all forms of the noun. For example, «ne kahatako»
"Iin the forest"; «ne kahsikwaae'shd'o» "forks"; «ne und'keae'keshd» "on
the horns".

6.2. The Demonstrative Particle néké

The Demonstrative particle «néké» serves to pick out a particular member
of a group of similar or identical people or objects. Typically, it

picks out one which is close to the speaker, and so it is usually

translated into English as "this". It always occurs before the noun

that it goes with. For example, «néké ka'sehta'» "this car" ; «<néké

kayatosha'» "this book"; «néké u'niskaa'» "this wheel".

This particle can also occur before the Plural Form of Nouns. In
English, we need to change "this" to "these" when talking about Plural
Nouns, but in Mingo «néké» can be used for both. For example, «néké
ka'sehta'shd'0» "these cars"; «néké kayatoshae'shd'0» "these books";
«nékeé u'niskaea'shd'0» "these wheels".

You will sometimes see «néké» and «ne» together before a Noun. For
example, «nékeé ne ka'sehta'» "this car"; «néké ne kayatdsha'» "this
book"; «néké ne u'niskaa'» "this wheel".

Note that «néké» also occurs in a shortened form, «né», with the same
meaning and distribution as the longer form.

6.3. The Demonstrative Particle huiké

Just like «néké», the Demonstrative Particle «huiké» picks out a
particular Noun. However, with «huiké, it is typically one which is
further away from the speaker, and so it is usually translated in

English as "that". It also always occurs before the Noun that it goes
with. For example, «huiké katsi'kaya'» "that chair"; «huiké ahtahkwa'»
"that shoe"; «huiké ushaista’» "that snake™.

It can also occur together with «ne» before a Noun. For example, «huiké
ne katsi'kaya'» "that chair"; «huiké ne ahtahkwa'» "that shoe"; «huiké
ne ushaista'» "that snake™.



And it can also occur with the Plural Form of Nouns, where in English we
would use the word "those". For example, «huiké katsi'kaya'sho'o»
"those chairs"; «huiké ahtahkwa'shd'0» "those shoes"; «huiké
ushaista'sh0'o» "those snakes".

Chapter 7: Possessed Forms of the Noun

To show that a Noun belongs to someone, you take off the Noun Prefix
that usually occurs with the Noun, and replace it with a Possessive
Prefix.

Possessive Prefix + Noun Base + Linker Vowel + Noun Suffix
There are different Possessive Prefixes to indicate different

possessors. Take, for example, the Noun «uyé'kwa'» (Noun Base -y&'kw-)
"tobacco".

ak- -yé'kw- -a- - akyé'kwa' my tobacco

sa- -yé'kw- -a- - sayé'kwa' your tobacco
hu- -yé'kw- -a- = huyé'kwa' his tobacco
ku- -yé'kw- -a- = kuyé'kwa' her tobacco
u- -yé'kw- -a- - uyé'kwa' its tobacco

There are in fact many other Possessive Prefixes (to give us words like
"our tobacco™ and "their tobacco", etc...), but for now we'll just focus
on the five Singular Possessive Prefixes.

If you look carefully, you'll see that the word for "its tobacco" is the

same as the Basic Form for "tobacco”, namely «uyé&'kwa'». That's because
the Possessive Prefix meaning its is u-, which is the same as the

Patient Noun Prefix u- that we saw in Chapter 1. Because of this, we'll
call this group of Possessive Prefixes -- ak-, sa-, hu-, ku- and u- --

the Patient Possessive Prefixes.

Nearly all Nouns in Mingo take the Patient Possessive Prefixes to make
their Possessed forms. This is true both for Patient Nouns as well as

for Agent Nouns. There are some Nouns, however, which take a different
set of Possessive Prefixes to make their Possessed Forms. We'll discuss
those in XXX.

First, though, we need to introduce a new concept, the Stem Class.

7.1. Stem Classes



Every Noun Base (and, as we'll see later, every Verb Base) belongs to a
Stem Class. There are about a dozen different stem classes for both
Nouns and Verbs in Mingo. Which Stem Class a Noun Base belongs to
depends -- for the most part -- on the first sound (or group of sounds)

in the Noun Base. It is important to know which Stem Class a particular
Noun Base belongs to, because it is the Stem Class that determines the
form of any prefixes which are added onto the front of the Noun Base.
Below, we will look at each of the Stem Classes, and the different forms
of the Patient Possessive Prefixes they take.

7.1.1. The C-Stem Class

The first Stem Class we will look at is the Consonant, or C-Stem Class.
The Noun Bases that belong to the C-Stem Class all start with a single
consonant, either -h-, -n-, -t-, -w- or -y-. They take the following
forms of the Possessive Prefixes.

C-stem | ak- sa-— hu- ku- u-

We already saw one example of a C-Stem Noun Base above, -yé'kw-
"tobacco”. Another one is -nd'skw- "bed" (this is an Agent Noun, with the
Simple Form «kand'skwa'»).

ak- -né'skw- -a- =! aknd'skwa' my bed

sa- -no'skw- -a- =! sand'skwa' your bed

hu- -no'skw- -a- = huné'skwa' his bed

ku- -no'skw- -a- =! kund'skwa' her bed

u- -no'skw- -a- =! uno'skwa' its bed
Sashéék!

There are two important things to note at this point. The first

concerns Noun Bases that begin with a single consonant -h-. When these
bases are preceded by a prefix that ends in a vowel, the -h- at the
beginning of the base drops out. However, if the prefix before it ends

in a consonant, then the -h- stays.

Take, for example, the Noun Base -hdsh- "box". It's an Agent Noun, with
the Simple Form «katsha'». Where the -h- drops out, we'll put it in
parentheses.

ak- -hosh- -&- = akhoshea' my box

sa- - (h) 6sh- -&- = sadshe' your box
hu- - (h) 6sh- -&- =! hudshea' his box
ku- - (h) 6sh- —-&- =! kudsha' her box
u- - (h) 6sh- -&- = udshea' its box



It is important, also, to watch out for Noun Bases that start with a
single consonant -n-, -w- or -y-. Many of them belong to the C-Stem
Class, but others of them belong to the L-Stem Class (discussed below).
If you're just looking at a Noun Base by itself, such as -wist- "money",
there is no way to know if it's a C-Stem Noun Base or an L-Stem Noun
Base. However, if you know the Basic Form of the Noun, then you can
tell. If the Basic Form of the Noun begins with ka- (if it's an Agent
Noun), or u- (if it's a Patient Noun), then it's a C-Stem Noun Base, and
will take the forms of the Possessive Prefix shown above. However, if
the Basic Form of the Noun starts with ka- or U-, then you know it's an
L-Stem Noun Base. In this case, the Basic Form of the Noun for "money"
is «Owista'», which tells us that -wist- must be an L-Stem Noun Base,
and not a C-Stem Noun Base.

7.1.2. The X-Stem Class

The Noun Bases in the X-Stem Class fall into two groups. The first
group consists of Noun Bases that start with a single consonant, either
-h-, -k-, -s- or -'-. The second group consists of Noun Bases that

start with two or more consonants. Both groups take the same forms of
the Possessive Prefixes. As the table shows, all the forms are the same
as for the C-Stem Class, except the "my" prefix, which is ake- instead
of ak-.

X-stem | ake- sa- hu- ku- u-

For example, take the Noun «kakawihsa'» (-kawihs-) "shovel".

ake- -kawihs- -a- = akekawihsa' my shovel

sa- -kawihs- -a- =! sakawihsa' your shovel
hu- -kawihs- -a- =! hukawihsa' his shovel
ku- -kawihs- -a- =! kukawihsa' her shovel
u- -kawihs- -a- =! ukawihsa' its shovel

Compare with the Noun «kastd'sha'» (-st6'sh-) "fishhook™.

ake- -sto'sh- - =! akestd'she!' my fishhook

sa- -sto'sh- - =! sastd'sha' your fishhook
hu- -sto'sh- - =! husto'she' his fishhook
ku- -std'sh- -&- - kustd'sha' her fishhook
u- -std'sh- -&- =! ustd'she' its fishhook

Note that the Noun Bases in the X-Stem Class that start with a single -h-
do not lose this -h- when a Possessive Prefix ending in a vowel comes
before it, unlike the Noun Bases in the C-Stem Class that start with



-h-, as described above.

7.1.3. The L-Stem Class

The Noun Bases in the L-Stem Class all begin with a single consonant,
either -n-, -w- or -y-. They take the following forms of the Possessive
Prefixes.

my your his her its
L-stem | akh- sé&- ha- kG- a-
| ak-

Note here the automatic spelling rule which changes the sequence -khn-
into -kn-. Because of this rule, the "my" prefix shows up as ak-
(instead of akh-) with L-Stem Class Noun Bases that start with -n-.

For instance, the Noun «in&'sha'» (-né'sh-) "buttocks".

ak- -no'sh- -a- - aknd'sha' my buttocks

sa- -né'sh- -a- =! sand'sha' your buttocks
ha- -nd'sh- -a- -! htind'sha' his buttocks
kG- -noé'sh- -a- - kino'sha' her buttocks
a- -noé'sh- -a- - undé'sha' its buttocks

However, with L-Stem Class Noun Bases that start with either -w- or -y-,
the "my" prefix always has the form akh-. For instance, the Noun
«Owista'» (-wist-) "money".

akh- -wist- -a- =! akhwista' my money
sa- -wist- -a- =! sawista' my money
ha- -wist- -a- -! huwista' my money
kG- -wist- -a- -! ktwista' my money
a- -wist- -a- -! uwista' my money

7.1.4. The LX-Stem Class

This is a very small class of Noun Bases. All the Noun Bases in this

Stem Class start with the consonant cluster -ny-. Some Noun Bases that
start with -ny- belong to the X-Stem Class, along with the other Noun
Bases that start with consonant clusters. It's impossible to tell just

from the Noun Base alone whether it belongs to the X-Stem Class or the
LX-Stem Class. In order to do that, we have to look at the Basic Form

of the Noun. If the Basic Form begins with ka- or u-, such as «unyaa'»
(-nya-) "collar”, then we know it's an X-Stem Class Noun Base. However,
if the Basic Form starts with k&- or U-, such as «inyu'kwa'» (-nyu'kw-)
"nut”, then we know we have an LX-Stem Class Noun Base.



The LX-Stem Class Noun Bases take the following forms of the Possessive
Prefixes.

Note that these forms are the same as those for X-Stem Noun Bases,
except that the final vowel of the prefixes is long. As an example,
let's look at the forms of the Noun «iny6hsa'» (-ny6hs-) "squash*.

aké- -nydhs- -a- = akénydhsa' my squash

sa- -nyohs- -a- -! sanyodhsa' your squash
ha- -nydhs- -a- = hunyodhsa' his squash
kG- -nyodhs- -a- -! kinyohsa' her squash
a- -nybdhs- -a- =! unydhsa' its squash

7.1.5. The A-Stem Class

The Noun Bases in the A-Stem Class all begin with -a-. They take the
following forms of the Possessive Prefixes.

Sashaék!

The -a- at the beginning of an A-Stem Class Noun Base drops out when the
prefix before it ends in a vowel. Take, for example, the Noun

«a'skwihsa'» (-a'skwihs-) "axe". Where the -a- drops out, we'll put it

in parentheses.

ak- -a'skwihs- -a- =! aka'skwihsa' my axe

s= -a'skwihs- -a- =! sa'skwihsa' your axe
hu- -(a) "skwihs- -a- =! hu'skwihsa' his axe
ku- -(a) 'skwihs- -a- =! ku'skwihsa' her axe
u- -(a) 'skwihs- -a- = u'skwihsa' its axe

7.1.6. Summary of Patient Possessive Prefix Forms

The chart below summarizes the different forms of the Possessive
Prefixes we have seen so far. As we can see, although there are lots of
different Stemz Classes, there are really only minor changes in the
forms of the Possessive Prefixes.



C-stem | ak- sa- hu- ku- u-
X-stem | ake- sa- hu- ku- u-
L-stem | ak(h)- séa- ha- kG- a-
LX-stem | aké- séa- ha- kG- a-
A-stem | ak- s- hu- ku- u-

7.2. Agent Possessive Prefixes

Although most Nouns in Mingo take the Patient Possessive Prefixes to
make their Possessed Forms, there are some Nouns that use a different
set of prefixes, the Agent Possessive Prefixes. Nearly

all of these Nouns refer to parts of the body (although not all body
part Nouns use the Agent Possessive Prefixes).

For example, the Noun Base -'ny- "finger, hand" has the following
Possessed Forms.

ke- -'ny- -a- - ke'nya' my finger

se- -'ny- -a- - se'nya' your finger
ha- -'ny- -a- =! ha'nya' his finger
ye- -'ny- -a- - yve'nya' her finger
ka- -'ny- -a- - ka'nya' its finger

Just like the Patient Possessive Prefixes, the Agent Possessive Prefixes
change depending on the Stem Class of the Noun Base it is attaching to.
The forms of the Agent Possessive Prefixes for the Stem Classes we have
seen so far are summarized in the table below.

my your his her its
C-stem | k- sS- ha- ye- ka-
X-stem | ke- se— ha- ye- ka-
L-stem | k(h)- s— ha- yé- ka-
LX-stem | ké- sé- ha- yé- ka-
A-stem | k- sS- ha- yo- w-—

Most of the special changes to Noun Bases that were noted above for
Patient Possessive Prefixes also apply with the Agent Possessive
Prefixes. Specifically,

* C-Stem Noun Bases that start with -h- lose this -h- when the
Possessive Prefix ends in a vowel.

* X-Stem Noun Bases that start with -h- keep this -h- at all times.



* The "my" prefix for L-Stem Noun Bases that start with -n- is k-,
due to the automatic spelling rule that changes the sequence -khn-
to -kn-.

* The -a- at the beginning of A-Stem Noun Bases drops out when the
Possessive Prefix before it ends in a vowel.

7.3. Other Possessed Forms

These Possessed Forms that we have seen above can all be combined with
the Plural and Locative Suffixes we saw earlier on. For example:

Possessed Plural Forms

ake'sehta'shd'é :: my cars
sdyatdshae'sh6'd :: your books
huhtahkwa'shd'é :: his shoes
kukawihsa'shd'd :: her shovels

Possessed External Locative Forms

ake'sehta’ke :: on my car
sdyatdsha'ke :: on your book
huhtahkwa'ke :: on his shoe
kukawihsa'ke :: on her shovel

Possessed Internal Locative Forms
ake'sehtdkd :: under my car
sayatdshakd :: under your book

huhtahkwako :: under his shoe
kukawihsakd :: under her shovel

Chapter 8: Descriptive Verbs

So far, we have focused all of our attention on Nouns. In this chapter
and those that follow, we will look more closely at Verbs. To begin
with, we'll look at how Verbs in Mingo are put together.



8.1. Structure of the Verb

All Mingo Verbs are composed of three basic parts: a Pronominal Prefix,
a Verb Base, and an Aspect Suffix. They always occur in exactly this
order.

Pronominal Prefix + Verb Base + Aspect Suffix

The Verb Base is the part that carries the core meaning of the Verb. It
describes the event, activity or state that you are talking about. Some

Verb Bases have very simple meanings, such as -k- "eat". Others are much
more complex, conveying ideas that usually require many separate words
to express in English, such as -nung'tayéthwahs- "go somewhere and plant
potatoes".

The job of the Pronominal Prefix is to tell who is involved in the

action. They give information on who performed the action, as well as

who was affected by it. In this way, they function very much like

pronouns do in English and other European languages. However, instead of
being separate words, like 'I' or 'you' or 'him’, the Pronominal

Prefixes always occur attached to the verb.

Lastly, the job of the Aspect Suffix is to give a particular view on the
situation. By using different Aspect Suffixes, you can talk about

actions as being single events, as being repeated on-going activities or
as being unchanging states-of-affairs. This is one of the hardest parts

of the Mingo verb for English speakers to learn, since the Mingo system
of aspect is quite different from the system of tense in English.

Verb Bases in Mingo can be grouped and categorized in many different
ways. One of the most important ways is in terms of how many different
Aspect Suffixes the Verb Base can combine with. There are two main
groups. Active Verb Bases can occur with three different Aspect
Suffixes (although not all at once!). Descriptive Verb Bases, on the
other hand, can only occur with one Aspect Suffix. We'll discuss Active
Verb Bases in a later chapter. For now, we'll focus on the Descriptive
Verb Bases.

8.2. Descriptive Verb Bases

Descriptive Verb Bases, as their name implies, describe particular
situations, conditions, or states-of-affairs. Some examples are:

Some Descriptive Verb Bases



-iyu- :: be good

-thsi'kwat- :: be bent

-hae'thé- :: have gray hair
-n6h- :: be full

-aaa'ke- :: be next to something
-6h- :: bealive

As we can see from just these few examples, many Descriptive Verb Bases
in Mingo correspond to what in English are "adjectives”. Mingo has no
separate word class of adjectives; rather, the same ideas that are

expressed by adjectives in other languages are expressed by Verbs

-- specifically Descriptive Verbs -- in Mingo.

All Descriptive Verb Bases occur with one and only one Aspect Suffix,
the Stative Aspect Suffix. The Stative Aspect Suffix takes a number of
different forms depending on the Verb Base it is attaching to. Some of
the most common forms are -, -€', -0, -, and -@ (that is, zero, or no
ending). Another common way for the Stative Aspect Suffix to appear is
as length added onto the final vowel of the Verb Base. There's no easy
way to know which form of the Stative Aspect Suffix will occur with any
particular Descriptive Verb Base -- it's just something that has to be
learned for each Verb Base.

Another thing which has to be learned for each Verb Base is what type of
Pronominal Prefix it takes. There are two types of Pronominal Prefixes,
Agent and Patient. In fact, these prefixes are exactly the same as the
Agent and Patient Possessive Prefixes we saw in Chapter 7. Just like
some Nouns use Patient Possessive Prefixes, while others use Agent
Possessive Prefixes, some Descriptive Verb Bases use Patient Pronominal
Prefixes, while others use Agent Pronominal Prefixes. We'll refer to
these as Patient Descriptive Verbs and Agent Descriptive Verbs.

For example, the Patient Descriptive Verb -awé- "possess something, have
something belong to you". Since it starts with -a-, this Verb Base

belongs to the A-Stem Class. It takes the -@ form of the Stative Aspect
Suffix.

ak- -—awé- -J akawée it belongs to me
s- -—awé- -g sawé it belongs to you
hu- —awé- - hawé it belongs to him
ku- -—awé- - ktawé it belongs to her
u- -—awé- -g awé it belongs to it

Compare that with the Agent Descriptive Verb -nok- "live, reside,
dwell". Since this Verb Base starts with an -n-, it might belong to
either the C-Stem Class or the L-Stem Class; in fact, it is a C-Stem
Class Verb Base. It takes the -e' form of the Stative Aspect Suffix.



k- -nok- -e' kndke' I live

s- -nok- -e' snoke' you live
ha- -nok- -e' handke' he lives
ye- -nok- -e' yenbke' she lives
ka- -nok- -e' kandke' it lives

Chapter 9: Stem Conjugation

In Chapter 8, we noted that there were two main types of verbs,
Descriptive Verbs and Active Verbs. In this chapter, we'll be looking

at the Active Verbs. Recall that unlike Descriptive Verbs which occur
with only one Aspect Suffix, Active Verbs occur with three different
Aspect Suffixes. We already know one of these three, the Stative Aspect
Suffix. The other two are the Punctual Aspect Suffix, and the Habitual
Aspect Suffix.

Active Verbs also differ from Descriptive Verbs in that they typically
refer to actions and events, rather than to conditions and states-of-
affairs. As such, they express many of the same meanings that verbs do
in English. The role of the three Aspect Suffixes is to provide three
different viewpoints on the action or event that the Verb Base refers to.

The Punctual Aspect Suffix is used when the action is being described as
a single unitary event. The Habitual Aspect Suffix is used when the
action is being described as an event that occurs on a regular basis, or
that is currently on-going. The Stative Aspect Suffix can be used to
describe an action which is finished, but the effects of which are still
on-going, or, like the Habitual, to refer to an action which is itself

still on-going.

The exact meanings and uses of the different Aspect Suffixes are
difficult to pin down, and a lot depends both on the inherent meaning of
the Verb Base to which they are attached, as well as on the context in
which it is used. With practice, however, it is possible to learn how

the system works, and to use it to describe a full range of situations.

9.1. Base Suffixes

Each of the three Aspect Suffixes occurs in a number of different forms.
Part of what is required when learning a new Active Verb is learning
which forms of the three Aspect Suffixes it takes. We call this the
Verb's Conjugation. For some Active Verbs, this must simply be
memorized. However, for many, if not most Active Verbs, it is possible



to know what forms of the Aspect Suffixes they will take simply by
looking at the end of the Verb Base.

The reason for this is that many (though not all) Active Verb Bases are
actually composed of several smaller parts. Many Active Verb Bases
contain one or more Base Suffixes, which serve to modify and extend the
core meaning of the Verb Base. Each of these Base Suffixes takes
particular forms of the three Aspect Suffixes -- thus, if you can

learn to recognize the Base Suffixes, you can tell how the Verb Base as

a whole will be conjugated.

Below, we will look at seven of the most common Base Suffixes, and see
how they combine with the three Aspect Suffixes. For now, we won't
worry too much about what these Base Suffixes mean and how they're used,
we just want to learn to recognize them and see how they affect the
conjugation of the Verb Base.

9.2. Stem Endings

At this point, it will be useful to introduce the notion of a Verb Stem.
We can define the Verb Stem as the Verb Base plus the Aspect Suffix.
This is a handy concept to have, since it is often hard to find exactly
where the boundary is between the Verb Base and the Aspect Suffix, as
they tend to fuse together in many of the forms. Thus, we can say that
Active Verbs have three different Stem Forms: a Punctual Stem, a
Habitual Stem and a Stative Stem.

Now that we have the concept of a Verb Stem, we turn to the Base Suffixes.

9.2.1. Base Suffix -ht-

Perhaps the most common of the various Base Suffixes is the suffix -ht-.
Since it is so common, it is difficult to pin down a simple meaning for
this suffix. In any case, Verb Bases that end with the suffix -ht- have
the following characteristic Stem Endings.

Base Suffix -ht-

Punctual Aspect -t
Habitual Aspect -tha'
Stative Aspect -hto

As the table shows, the -h- disappears in both the Punctual and Habitual
Stem Endings, and only actually appears in the Stative.



For example, the Active Verb Base -kwaht- "shorten something", has the
following three Stem Forms.

Punctual Stem -kwat
Habitual Stem -kwatha'
Stative Stem -kwahto

9.2.2. Base Suffix -st-

Another very common, though likewise difficult to define, Base Suffix is
-st-. It has the following characteristic Stem Endings.

Base Suffix -st-

Punctual Aspect -s
Habitual Aspect -stha'
Stative Aspect -sto

Note that the -t- drops out in the Punctual.

For example, the Active Verb Base -ateyést- "read, attend school”, has
the following three Stem Forms.

Punctual Stem -atéyés
Habitual Stem -ateyéstha'
Stative Stem -ateyésto

Note how the -e- becomes long when it's in the next-to-last syllable.

9.2.3. Base Suffix -'t-

The Base Suffix -'t- is somewhat less common that the first two, but
still occurs with a large number of Verb Bases. It has the following
characteristic Stem Endings.

Base Suffix -'t-
Punctual Aspect -'t
Habitual Aspect -'tha'
Stative Aspect -'to

For example, the Active Verb Base -nyaa't- "boil something", has the
following three Stem Forms.

Punctual Stem -nyaa't
Habitual Stem -nyaa'tha'



Stative Stem -nyaa'td

9.2.4. Base Suffix -hkw-

The Base Suffix -hkw- is also quite common, occurring on the end of many
Verb Bases. It has the following characteristic Stem Endings.

Base Suffix -hkw-

Punctual Aspect -k
Habitual Aspect -hkwa'
Stative Aspect -hko

In the Punctual, both the -h- and the -w- are lost. In the Stative,
just the -w- is lost.

For example, the Active Verb Base -atkdtahkw- "go somewhere"”, has the
following three Stem Forms.

Punctual Stem -atkotak
Habitual Stem -atkdtahkwa'
Stative Stem -atkdtahko

Note how the -6- becomes long when it's in the next-to-last syllable.

9.2.5. Inchoative Base Suffix

The Inchoative Base Suffix occurs with a wide range of Verb Bases. It
typically adds the meaning of "become™. This suffix occurs in a number
of different forms, but it always ends in -'-. It has the following
characteristic Stem Endings.

Base Suffix -'-
Punctual Aspect -'t
Habitual Aspect -'s
Stative Aspect -'6

For example, the Active Verb Base -nyusyuta'- "sit down™ (i.e. "become
seated"), has the following three Stem Forms.

Punctual Stem -nyusyuta't
Habitual Stem -nyusyuta's
Stative Stem -nyusyuta'o

Note how the -u- becomes long when it is in the next-to-last syllable.



9.2.6. Base Suffix -kw-

The Base Suffix -kw- typically serves to reverse the action described by
the Verb Base. It is similar to the English prefix un- in verbs like
‘unzip', 'unfold' and 'untie’. It has the following characteristic Stem
Endings.

Base Suffix -kw-

Punctual Aspect -ku'
Habitual Aspect -kwas
Stative Aspect -kwé

Note that the -w- drops out in the Punctual. Note also this Base Suffix
-kw- has quite different Stem Endings from the Base Suffix -hkw-
discussed above, so it is important not to confuse the two.

For example, the Active Verb Base -nya'’kw- "vomit", has the following
three Stem Forms.

Punctual Stem -nya'ku'
Habitual Stem -nya'kwas
Stative Stem -nya'kwé

9.2.7. Distributive Base Suffix

The last Base Suffix we'll look at is the Distributive Base Suffix. The
Distributive adds the meaning that the action was done at several
different times, or in several different places, or done to several
different people or things. The Distributive Base Suffix itself has a
large number of different forms, but all the forms of the suffix end in
-0-. They have the following characteristic Stem Endings.

Base Suffix -0-

Punctual Aspect -6
Habitual Aspect -0
Stative Aspect =o'

For example, the Active Verb Base -hsa'kwathwahso- "fold or bend several
things, fold or bend something in several places", has the following

three Stem Forms. (Here, the full Distributive Suffix is actually

-hso-).

Punctual Stem -hsa'kwathwahso'
Habitual Stem -hsa'kwathwahso
Stative Stem -hsa'kwathwahso'



Chapter 10: Types of Active Verbs

Now that we have seen how to take an Active Verb Base and add Aspect
Suffixes to create a Verb Stem, we turn to the Pronominal Prefixes. It
turns out that we can divide Active Verbs into two classes depending on
what types of Pronominal Prefixes they take. The two types are called
Switch Active Verbs and Fixed Active Verbs.

10.1. Switch Active Verbs

The vast majority of Active Verbs fall into the category of Switch
Active Verbs. Switch Active Verbs use Agent Pronominal Prefixes with
their Punctual and Habitual stems, but switch to using Patient
Pronominal Prefixes with their Stative Stems.

For example, the Switch Active Verb Base -yéht- "hit something", has the
following three Stem Forms.

Punctual Stem -yét
Habitual Stem -yétha'
Stative Stem -yéhto

Since this Verb Base starts with a -y-, it could be either a C-Stem

Class or an L-Stem Class Verb Base. As it turns out, it's a C-Stem Verb
Base. Now, since it's a Switch Active Verb Base, we know that it must
take Agent Pronominal Prefixes with both its Punctual and Habitual stems
-- and, more specifically, C-Stem Agent Pronominal Prefixes. The table
below shows the Habitual forms for this verb. (Since the -h- in the

Verb Base drops out in the Habitual stem, we'll put it in parentheses).

k- -yé(h)t- -ha'  kyétha' I hit it

s= -yé (h) t- -ha' syétha' you hit it
ha- -yé (h) t- -ha' hayétha' he hits it
ye- -yé(h) t- -ha' yeyétha' she hits it
ka- -yé(h) t- -ha' kayétha' it hits it

However, with the Stative stem, the C-Stem Patient Pronominal Prefixes are used.

ak- -yéht- -0 akyéhto I've hit it
sa- -yéht- -0 sayéhtd you've hit it
hu- -yéht- -0 huyéhto he's hit it
ku- -yéht- -0 kuyéhto she's hit it

u- -yéht- -0 uyéhto it's hit it



10.2. Fixed Active Verbs

A much smaller number of Active Verbs fall into the Fixed Active
category. These verbs are in a sense simpler, since they don't change
the type of Pronominal Prefix they take. Rather, they take Patient
Pronominal Prefixes with all three of their stems, the Punctual,
Habitual and Stative.

For example, the Fixed Active Verb Base -tukast- "hear of something",
has the following three Stem Forms.

Punctual Stem -tukas
Habitual Stem -tukastha'
Stative Stem -tukasto

Since this Verb Base starts with a -t-, we know that it's a C-Stem Verb Base.

Whereas the Switch Active Verbs take Agent Pronominal Prefixes with
their Punctual and Habitual stems, Fixed Active Verbs take Patient
Pronominal Prefixes. The table below shows the Habitual forms for this
Verb.

ak- -tukast- -ha' aktukastha' I hear of it

sa- -tukast- -ha' satukastha' you hear of it
hu- -tukast- -ha' hutukastha' he hears of it
ku- -tukast- -ha' kutukastha' she hears of it
u- -tukast- -ha' utukastha' it hears of it

In the Stative Aspect, the same Patient Pronominal Prefixes are used
again.

ak- -tukast- -0 aktuaksto I've heard of it
sa- -tukast- -0 satuaksto you've heard of it
hu- -tukast- -0 hutuaksto he's heard of it
ku- -tukast- -0 kutuaksto she's heard of it
u- -tukast- -0 utuaksto it's heard of it

Chapter 11: Modal Prefixes: Factual

You may have noticed in Chapter 10 that although we mentioned the
Punctual forms of verbs, and the types of Pronominal Prefixes they take,
we didn't actually give any examples. The reason for this is that the
Punctual forms of Active Verbs have one more complication to them that
we haven't seen yet. Not only do Punctual forms require Pronominal
Prefixes, as all forms of the Verb do, they also require something



called a Modal Prefix. There are three Modal Prefixes in Mingo, called
the Factual, the Future and the Optative. They each occur in the slot
immediately before the Pronominal Prefix.

Modal Prefix + Pronominal Prefix + Verb Base + Punctual Aspect Suffix

The role of the Modal Prefix is to express the speaker's attitude on
how likely they think it is for the action described by the verb to
actually take place.

Below, and in the next two chapters, we'll look at each of the three
Modal Prefixes, their meanings, and how they combine with the Pronominal
Prefixes.

11.1. Factual Modal Prefix

Of the three Modal Prefixes, perhaps the most common is the Factual.
The basic use of the Factual, as its name implies, is to assert that the
action described by the Verb did in fact occur. As such, Verbs with the
Factual+Punctual combination are most typically translated into English
in the Simple Past Tense (e.g. | kicked it, | fell down, | ate it,

etc...).

The forms of the Factual Prefix are more varied than those of the other
two Modal Prefixes, and they also cause more changes in the forms of the
following Pronominal Prefixes.

11.1.1. Factual + Agent Prefixes
The Factual Prefix occurs in a number of different forms with Agent

Prefixes., including u'-, wa- and wa'-. The table below shows the
different combinations of the Factual Prefix with Agents Prefixes.

I you he she it
C-stem | u'k- u's- waa- wa'e- u'ka-
X-stem | u'ke- u'se- waa- wa'e- u'ka-
L-stem | u'k(h)- u's- waa- wa'é- u'ka-
LX-stem | u'ké- u'sé- waa- wa'é- u'ka-
A-stem | u'k- u's- waa- wa'o- u'w-

We can note the following patterns:

* The Factual Prefix has the form u'- before the 'I', 'you' and 'it'
Agent Prefixes. It attaches to the beginning of those prefixes,
with no extra changes involved.



* The
The
the

Factual Prefix has the fo
-h- that occurs in the he
word, drops out when the

The Factual Prefix has the fo
The -y- that occurs in the sh
word, drops out when the Fact

An example set of Factual-Punctual forms

rm wa- before the 'he' Agent Prefix.

prefix when it's at the beginning of
Factual Prefix is added.
'she'!

rm wa'- before the Agent Prefix.

e prefix when it's at the beginning of the

ual Prefix is added.

for the X-Stem Switch Active

Verb Base -hutt- "close the door", is shown below.

u'- -ke- -huto- =! u'kehuto! I closed the door

u'- -se- -huto- =! u'sehuto! you closed the door
wa- -(h)a- -huto- =! waahutdo!' he closed the door
wa'- -(y)e- -huto- -! wa'ehutd! she closed the door
u'- -ka- -huto- -! u'kahuto! it closed the door

11.1.2. Factual + Patient Prefixes

The Factual Prefix takes several different forms when it occurs before
Patient Prefixes, including 6-, e-, wa-, wa'a- and wa'-. The table
below shows the different combinations of Factual and Patient Prefixes.

I you he
C-stem | Ok- esa- wa
X-stem | oOke- esa- wa
L-stem | 6k (h)- esa- wa
LX-stem | Oké- esa- wa
A-stem | Ok- es-— wa

We can note the following patterns:

The
The
the

Factual Prefix takes the
-a- that occurs in the 'I
word, drops out when the

The Factual Prefix takes the
Prefix.

The Factual Prefix takes the
Prefix. The -h- that occurs
beginning of the word, drops

The Factual Prefix takes the
Prefix.

The Factual Prefix takes the
Prefix.

she it
u- wa'aku- wa'u-
u- wa'aku- wa'u-
a- wa'aka- wa'ua-
a- wa'aka- wa'ua-
u- wa'aku- wa'u-
form 6- before the 'I' Patient Prefix.

prefix when it's at the beginning of
Factual Prefix is added.

form e- before the 'you' Patient
form wa- before the 'he' Patient
in the 'he' prefix when it's at the

out when the Factual Prefix is added.

form wa'a- before the 'she' Patient

form wa'- before the 'it' Patient



An example set of Factual-Punctual forms for the C-Stem Fixed Active
Verb -tukast- "hear of something", is shown below.

o- -(a) k- -tukas (t) - -0 oktukas I heard of it

e- -sa- -tukas (t) - -g esatukas you heard of it
wa-— -(h)a- -tukas (t) - -0 waatukas he heard of it
wa'a- -(y)e- -tukas (t) - %) wa'etukas she heard of it
wa'- -u- -tukas (t) - %) wa'utukas it heard of it

Note how the vowel -u- is lengthened when it falls in the next-to-last
syllable.

Chapter 12: Modal Prefixes: Future

The next most common Modal Prefix is the Future Prefix. The basic use
of the Future Prefix is to say that the action described by the Verb

most likely will happen, although it hasn't happened yet. As such, it is
most often translated into English as a Future Tense verb (e.g. | will
sing, I will cook it, I will run, etc...).

The forms of the Future Prefix are generally simpler than those of the
Factual Prefix, although they can also cause some changes in the forms
of the following Pronominal Prefixes.

12.1. Future + Agent Prefixes
The Future Prefix occurs in two different forms with Agent Prefixes, é-

and éh-. The table below shows the different combinations of the Future
Prefix with Agent Prefixes.

I you he she it
C-stem | ék- éhs- eo- eye- eéka-
X-stem | éke- éhse- eo- eye- eéka-
L-stem | ék(h)- éhs- éod Eyé- egka-
LX-stem | éké- éhsé- 86— gyé- eka-
A-stem | &ék- Ehs- E0- Eyo- EWO—

We can note the following patterns:

* The Future Prefix takes the form é&- with the 'I', 'she' and 'it'
Agent Prefixes. It attaches to the beginning of those prefixes,
with no extra changes involved, with the exception that, with the



'it' Agent Prefix, the initial -a- of A-Stem Verb Bases drops out
and is replaced by -6-.

The Future Prefix takes the form &€h- with the 'you' Agent Prefix.

The Future Prefix takes the form &- with the 'he' Agent Prefix.
The -h- that occurs in the 'he' prefix when it's at the beginning
of the word, drops out when the Future Prefix is added. Once this
happens, two automatic spelling rules come into play. The first
changes the sequence -&a- into -&6- (C-Stem and X-Stem), and the
second changes -&4- into -&6- (L-Stem and LX-Stem).

An example set of Future-Punctual forms for the X-Stem Switch Active
Verb Base -huto- “close the door”, is shown below.

é- -ke- -huto- -! Eékehuto! I'll close the door
eh- -se- -huto- =' éhsehtto! you'll close the door
e- - (h)o- -huto- =! gohuto! he'll close the door
e- -ye- -huto- =' éyehtto! she'll close the door
é- -ka- -huto- -! ékahuto! I'll close the door

12.2. Future + Patient Prefixes

The Future Prefix occurs in four different forms with Patient Prefixes,

é-, ew

0-, 8y- and éya-. The table below shows the different

combinations of the Future Prefix with Patient Prefixes.
I you he she it
C-stem | éwdk- Esa- gu- éyaku- Eyu-
X-stem | éwlke- Esa- gu- éyaku- Eyu-
L-stem | éwdk(h)- ésa- éu- éyaki- éyu-
LX-stem | éwoké- ésa- éu- éyaki- eyu-
A-stem | éwok- Es-— gu- éyaku- Eyu-

We can note the following patterns:

The Future Prefix takes the form éwd- with the 'I' Patient Prefix,
which loses its initial -a- here.

The Future Prefix takes the form éya- with the 'she' Patient
Prefix.

The Future Prefix takes the form &y- with the 'it' Patient Prefix.

The Future Prefix takes the form é- with the 'you' and 'he' Patient
Prefixes. The 'he' Patient Prefix loses its initial -h-. The
forms éu- and éu4- can, optionally, be pronounced as eu- and éu-,
respectively.



An example set of Future-Punctual forms for the C-Stem Fixed Active
Verb -tukast- "hear of something", is shown below.

EWO- -(a) k- -tukas (t) - -0 éwdktiukas I will hear of it

e- -sa- -tukas (t) - -g ésatukas you will hear of it
é- - (h)u- -tukas (t) - -J gutukas he will hear of it
eya- -ku- -tukas (t) - %) éyatukas she will hear of it
Ey- -u- -tukas (t) - -J éyuttkas it will hear of it

Chapter 13: Modal Prefixes: Optative

The least common Modal Prefix is the Optative Prefix. The basic use of
the Optative Prefix is to say that the action described by the Verb may,
might, could, would or should happen, although it hasn't happened yet.

13.1. Optative + Agent Prefixes
The Optative Prefix occurs in two different forms with Agent Prefixes,

aa- and ae-. The table below shows the different combinations of the
Optative Prefix with Agent Prefixes.

I you he she it
C-stem | aak- aes-— aaa- aaye- aaka-
X-stem | aake- aese- aaa- aaye- aaka-
L-stem | aak(h)- aes- aaa- aayé- aaka-
LX-stem | aaké- aesé- aaa- aayé- aaka-
A-stem | aak- aes-— aaa- aayo- aaw-—

We can note the following patterns:

* The Optative Prefix takes the form aa- with the 'I', 'she' and 'it'
Agent Prefixes, with no further changes happening.

* The Optative Prefix takes the form ae- with the 'you' Agent Prefix,
with no further changes happening.

* The Optative Prefix takes the form aa- with the 'he' Agent Prefix,
which loses its initial -h-.

An example set of Optative-Punctual forms for the X-Stem Switch Active
Verb Base -hut6- "close the door", is shown below.

aa- -ke- -huto- = aakehtto! I might open the door
ae- -se- -huto- = aesehtto! you might open the door



aa- -(h)a- -huto- =! aaahuto!
aa- -ye- -huto- = aayehtto!
aa- -ka- -huto- - aakahuto!

13.2. Optative + Patient Prefixes

The Optative Prefix occurs in four different forms with Patient
Prefixes, aaw-, aa-, aaya- and aay-. The table below shows the
different combinations of the Optative Prefix with Patient Prefixes.

he might open the door
she might open the door
it might open the door

I you he she it
C-stem | aawak- aasa- aau- aayaku- aayu-
X-stem | aawake- aasa- aau- aayaku- aayu-
L-stem | aawak (h) - aaséa- aau- aayakt- aayu-
LX-stem | aawaké- aasa- aau- aayakt- aayu-
A-stem | aawak- aas- aau- aayaku- aayu-
We can note the following patterns:
* The Optative Prefix takes the form aaw- with the Patient
Prefix, with no further changes happening.
* The Optative Prefix takes the form aaya- with the 'she' Patient
Prefix, with no further changes happening.
* The Optative Prefix takes the form aay- with the 'it' Patient
Prefix, with no further changes happening.
* The Optative Prefix takes the form aa- with the 'you' and 'he'

Patient Prefixes.

The 'he' Patient Prefix loses its initial -h-.

An example set of Optative-Punctual forms for the C-Stem Fixed Active
Verb -tukast- "hear of something", is shown below.

aaw- -ak-
aa- -sa-
aa- -(h)u-
aaya- -ku-
aay- -u-

-tukas (t) - ) aawaktukas I might hear of it

-tukas (t) - ) aasatukas you might hear of it
-tukas (t) - -9 aautukas he might hear of it
-tukas (t) - -0 aayakuttikas she might hear of it
-tukas (t) - -0 aayutukas it might hear of it

Chapter 14: More Pronominal Prefixes: The K-Group

So far, we have learned about 10 different Pronominal Prefixes: the 5
singular Agent Prefixes, and the 5 singular Patient prefixes. We have
seen how they change form depending on the Stem Class of the Verb Base



they are attaching to, and how they combine with the Factual, Future and
Optative Modal Prefixes. In the following chapters, we will learn about
the rest of the Pronominal Prefixes.

Along with Agent Prefixes and Patient Prefixes, there is a third set of
Pronominal Prefixes, called the Interactive Prefixes. The Interactive
Prefixes are used with verbs that describe an action that someone does

to someone else. These Verbs are usually referred to as "Transitive Verbs".

Take for example the Transitive Verb "see". In order to say "l saw you"
in Mingo, we would need an Interactive Pronominal Prefix which tells us
that | was the Agent (the one doing the seeing) and that you were the
Patient (the one being seen). As we'll see later on, that Prefix is ko-

. We would need a different Interactive Prefix, however, to say "You
saw me." In this case, we would need the Interactive Prefix which means
you are the Agent and | am the Patient. That prefix is sk-.

Agent and Patient Prefixes can also be used with Transitive Verbs. With
these Verbs, Agent Prefixes carry the meaning of someone doing something
to someone. For instance, to say "l saw it", we would use the 'I' Agent
Prefix that we learned in earlier Chapters. Patient Prefixes, on the

other hand, refer to something doing something to someone. So, if we
wanted to say "It saw me", then we would use the 'I' Patient Prefix.

In total, combining all the Agent, Patient and Interactive Prefixes,
there are about 60 different Pronominal Prefixes in Mingo. Fortunately,
they fall into a number of groups, so it's not necessary to learn all of
the prefixes one-by-one. The first such group is the K-Group. There
are six prefixes in the K-Group, two of which we have already seen:

k- :: I do something to it

sk- :: you do something to me
ak- :: 1t does something to me
hak- :: he does something to me
ok- :: she does something to me
hék- :: they do something to me

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have
seen is shown in the table below.

C X L LX A
k- | k- ke- ké- ké- k-
sk- | sk- ske- ské- ské- sk-
ak- | ak- ake- aké- aké- ak-
hak- | hak- hake- haké- haké- hak-
ok- | oOk- oke- oké- oké- ok-

hok- | hok- hoke- hoké- hoké- hok-



We can note the following patterns:
* All the prefixes end in -k- in the C-Stem and A-Stem forms.
* All the prefixes end in -ke- in the X-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -ké- in the L-Stem and LX-Stem forms.

As we go through the next few chapters, we will use the A-Stem Interactive
Verb Base -aténg'o- "watch over something/someone™ in the Habitual
Aspect to give examples of the prefixes in action. Below are examples

of this verb with the K-Group of prefixes.

katénd'os :: I'm watching over it
skaténd'ss :: you're watching over me
akaténso'os :: it's watching over me
hakaténd'dés :: he's watching over me
6katénd'os :: she's watching over me
hokaténd'dés :: they're watching over me

Chapter 15: The S-Group and the Sa-Group

In this chapter, we learn about two new groups, the S-Group and the Sa-
Group.

15.1 The S-Group

There are two prefixes in the S-Group.

s= :: you do something to it
hehs- :: you do something to him

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have
seen is shown in the table below.

C X L LX A
s— | s- se- sé- sé- s—
hehs- | hehs- hehse- hehsé- hehsé- hehs-

We can note the following patterns:
* Both of the prefixes end in -s- in the C-Stem and A-Stem forms.

* Both of the prefixes end in -se- in the X-Stem forms.



* Both of the prefixes end in -sé- in the L-Stem and LX-Stem forms.

For example:
saténd'ods :: you're watching over it
hehsaténd'és :: vyou're watching over him

15.2 The Sa-Group

There are three pronominal prefixes in the Sa-Group:

sa- :: 1t does something to you
esa- :: she does something to you
hosa- :: they do something to you

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have
seen is shown in the table below.

C X L LX A
sa- | sa- sa- sa- sa- sa-
esa- | esa- esa- esa- esa- esa-
hoésa- | hoésa- hésa- hosa- hosa- hésa-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in -sa- in the C-Stem, X-Stem and A-Stem
forms.

* All the prefixes end in -s&- in the L-Stem and LX-Stem forms.

For example:
saténo'os 11 it's watching over you
esaténd'os :: she's watching over you
hésaténé'ds :: they're watching over you

Chapter 16: The Ni-Group

In this chapter, we will look at the largest group of Pronominal
Prefixes, the Ni-Group. There are a total of 12 prefixes in this group.

hni- i we two (incl) do something to it
shehni- :: we two (incl) do something to him
akni- :: we two (excl) do something to it
shakni- :: we two (excl) do something to him



Okni-
shokni-
kni-
hni-
sni-

shesni-

kni-

skni-

it does something to us both
he does something to us both
they both (female) do something to it
they both (male) do something to it
you two do something to it

it does something to you both
he does something to you both

you two do something to him
I do something to you both

we both do something to you

we both do something to you two
you both do something to me

you do something to us both

you two do something to us both

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have
seen is shown in the table below.

sny-
shesny-

X L LX
hni- hni- hni-
shehni- shehni- shehni-
akni- akni- akni-
shakni- shakni- shakni-
Ookni- okni- Okni-
shokni- shokni- shokni-
kni- kni- kni-
hni- hni- hni-
sni- sni- sni-
shesni- shesni- shesni-
kni- kni- kni-
skni- skni- skni-

kni-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in

* All the prefixes end in

* All the prefixes end in

-ni- in the C-Stem and X

-ni- in the L-Stem and L

-ny- in the A-stem forms

skny-

-Stem forms.

X-Stem forms.

In Mingo, it is important to be precise about who is involved in any
given action. In an English sentence like, "We're going to a party
Friday night”, the "we™ might refer to the speaker and the person
they're talking to, or it might refer to the speaker and some other
person who's not even present. In Mingo, these two different meanings
are distinguished through the use of different pronominal prefixes.

The prefixes hni- and shehni- both refer to the speaker and the hearer
being involved in the action together. That is, they include the hearer
in with the speaker in the action. These prefixes, therefore, are
called the "inclusive” (incl) prefixes.



hnyaténdo'os :: you and I are watching over it
shehnyaténo'és :: vyou and I are watching over him

Mingo also has prefixes which specifically exclude the hearer, such as
akni- and shakni-. These are called "exclusive" (excl) prefixes.

aknyaténo'os :: s/he and I are watching over it
shaknyaténs'és :: s/he and I are watching over him

However, Mingo does not distinguish the inclusive and the exclusive
meanings of "we" when it occurs as the patient of an action. This is
the case with the prefixes okni- and shokni-. With these prefixes, the
"us both" could refer to the speaker and the hearer together, or the the
speaker and someone else.

dknyaténd'os :: it's watching over us both
shoknyaténd'dés :: he's watching over us both

The word "they" in English is also ambiguous. It can refer to two or
more people, and those people can be either male or female. In Mingo,
these possibilities are kept distinct. When talking about two females
doing something, use the kni- prefix. When it's two males you're
talking about, use the hni- prefix. You also use the hni- prefix in

case of a mixed group, i.e. one male and one female.

knyaténd'ds :: the two women are watching over it
hnyaténé'ds :: the two men are watching over it

Despite the fact that Mingo is usually more precise than English in its

use of pronouns, there are cases where the Mingo pronominal prefixes are
ambiguous. The prefixes sni- and shesni- both have two meanings.
These are sometimes called "vice-versa™ prefixes, since the two meanings
they have are, in fact, opposites of one another.

snyaténd'és :: you're both watching over it
it's watching over you both

shesnyaténé'ds :: you're both watching over him
he's watching over you both

Certain prefixes, such as kni- and skni-, can have three different
interpretations.

knyaténd'6s :: I'm watching over you both
we're both watching over you
we're both watching over you both

sknyaténd'ds :: you're watching over us both
you're both watching over me
you're both watching over us both



Chapter 17: The Wa-Group

Another large group of Pronominal Prefixes, with 10 members, is the Wa-

Group.

twa- :: we all (incl pl) do something to it
shetwa- :: we all (incl pl) do something to him
akwa- :: we all (excl pl) do something to it
shakwa- :: we all (excl pl) do something to him
Okwa- :: 1t does something to us all
shokwa- :: he does something to us all
swa- :: y'all do something to it

it does something to y'all
sheswa- :: vy'all do something to him

he does something to y'all
kwa- :: I do something to y'all

we two do something to y'all

we all do something to y'all

we all do something to you

we all do something to you two
skwa- :: you do something to us all

you two do something to us all
y'all do something to us all
y'all do something to me

y'all do something to us both

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have
seen is shown in the table below.

X L LX A
twa- twa- twa- twa-
shetwa- shetwa- shetwa- shetwa-
akwa- akwa- akwa- akwa-
shakwa- shakwa- shakwa- shakwa-
okwa- okwa- okwa- okwa-
shokwa- shokwa- shokwa- shokwa-
swa- swa- swa- swa-
sheswa- sheswa- sheswa- sheswa-
kwa- kwa- kwa- kwa-
skwa- skwa- skwa- skwa-

C
twa- | twa-
shetwa- | shetwa-
akwa- | akwa-
shakwa- | shakwa-
okwa- | okwa-
shokwa- | shokwa-
swa-— | swa-
sheswa- | sheswa-
kwa- | kwa-
skwa- | skwa-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in -wa- in the C-Stem, X-Stem and A-Stem

forms.

* All the prefixes end in -wa- in the L-Stem and LX-Stem forms.



In Chapter 16 we learned how there are various ways to say "we" in
Mingo, depending on whether you intend to include or exclude the hearer.
In this Chapter we learn the prefixes twa- and shetwa- which are used to
include two or more hearers.

twaténd'ds :: we all (incl) are watching over it
shetwaténo'ds :: we all (incl) are watching over him

To exclude the hearer(s), but include two or more other people with you,
the prefixes akwa- and shakwa- can be used.

akwaténd'os :: we all (excl) are watching over it
shakwaténo'ds :: we all (excl) are watching over him

Just like with the prefixes in Chapter 16, the inclusive versus
exclusive distinction is lost when referring to the patient of an
action.

Okwaténo'os 1 it's watching over us all (incl/excl)
shokwaténd'os :: he's watching over us all (incl/excl)

Also like in Chapter 16, there's a pair of vice-versa prefixes in the
Wa-Group.

swaténd'dés :: y'all are watching over it
it's watching over y'all

sheswaténd'ds :: y'all are watching over him
he's watching over y'all

There is also a pair of prefixes with five different meanings each.

kwaténd'ds :: I'm watching over y'all
we two are watching over y'all
we all are watching over y'all
we all are watching over you
we all are watching over you two

skwaténd'ds :: you're watching over us all
we two are watching over y'all
we all are watching over y'all
we all are watching over you
we all are watching over you two

Chapter 18: The Ti-Group




Another large group of prefixes is the Ti-Group, with 7 members.

hati- :: they all (masc) do something to it
wati- :: they all (fem) do something to it
huti- :: 1t does something to them (masc)
uti- :: 1t does something to them (fem)
howoti- :: she does something to them (masc)
they do something to them (masc)
kowoti- :: she does somehting to them (fem)
they do something to them (fem)
shakuti- :: they (masc) do something to her

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have
seen is shown in the table below.

C X L LX A
hati- | hati- hati- hati- hati- héno-
wati- | wati- wati- wati- wati- weéno—
huti- | huti- huti- huti- huti- huno-
uti- | uti- uti- uti- uti- unod-
howdéti- | howdti- howoti- howoti- howoti- hoéwéno-
kowoti- | kowoti- kowoti- kowoti- kowoti- kowéno—-
shakuti- | shakuti- shakuti- shakuti- shakuti- shakuno-

We can note the following patterns:
* All the prefixes end in -ti- in the C-Stem and X-Stem forms.
* All the prefixes end in -ti- in the L-Stem and LX-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in either -énd- or -und- in the A-Stem forms.
The -a- that occurs at the beginning of the Verb Base is replaced
by the -6- of the prefix.

In Chapter 16 we learned to distinguish between "they" when it refers to
two males versus when it refers to two females. In this Chapter, we
learn the plural versions of those prefixes. Remember that the
masculine form gets used for mixed groups.

hénoténd'os :: they all (male or mixed) are watching over it
wénoténd'dés :: they all (female) are watching over it

When "them™ occurs as the patient of some action, there are two
different prefixes to use: one for when “them" refers to males, and one
for when "them" refers to females. Note that with these prefixes, it
doesn't matter whether there are exactly two, or more than two, people
in the group. It only matters what gender they are. As before, when the
group is mixed, the masculine form is used.



hunoténd'os
undéténd'os

it's watching over them
it's watching over them

(male or mixed)
(female)

The next pair of prefixes have two meanings, one with "she" as the
agent, and one with "they" (either masculine or feminine, either dual or
plural) as the agent. With these prefixes, the "them" patient can be

any number and any gender.

howénoténd'os

she's watching over them

they're watching over them

kOowénoténd'os

she's watching over them

they're watching over them

There's one more prefix that belongs to the ti-group, shakuti-. It means
"they do something to her", where "they" can be either dual or plural,
but is necessarily masculine and not feminine.

shakunoténd'os they

Chapter 19: The Hi-Group

(masc)

are watching over her

In this Chapter we will look at the 3 members of the Hi-Group.

akhi- we (excl)
we (excl)
ethi- we (incl)
we (incl)
Okhi-

do something to her

do something to them
do something to her

do something to them
she does something to us

they do something to us

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have

seen is shown in the table below.

C X L
akhi- | akhi- akhi- akhi-
ethi- | ethi- ethi- ethi-
okhi- | ©okhi- okhi- okhi-

We can note the following patterns:
* All prefixes end in -hi- in

* All prefixes end in -hi- in

LX A
akhi- akhiy-
ethi- ethiy-
6khi- okhiy-

the C-Stem and X-Stem forms.

the L-Stem and LX-Stem forms.

* All prefixes end in -hiy- in the A-Stem form.



The prefixes akhi- and ethi- both have two meanings: "we do something to
her" or "we do something to them,” where "them" can be either dual or
plural, masculine or feminine. The prefix akhi- is used when "we" is
meant to include the hearer(s), and ethi- is used when "we" is meant to
exclude the hearer(s). In both cases, the "we" can be either dual or

plural.
akhiyaténé'dés :: we (incl) are watching over her
we (incl) are watching over them (m/f)
ethiyaténd'dés :: we (excl) are watching over her

we (excl) are watching over them (m/f)

The prefix 6khi- also has two meanings: "she does something to us" or
"they do something to us", where "they" can be either dual or plural,
masculine or feminine, and where "us” (in both cases) can be either
inclusive or exclusive, and either dual or plural.

6khiyaténd'sés :: she is watching over us (incl/excl)
they (m/f) are watching over us (incl/excl)

Chapter 20: The U-Group

There are 4 members of the U-Group of Pronominal Prefixes, 3 of which we
have already seen.

u- :: 1t does something to it

hu- :: it does something to him
ku- :: 1t does something to her
shaku- :: he does something to her

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have
seen is shown in the table below.

C X L LX A
u- | u- a- a- a- u-
hu- | hu- hu- hu- hu- hu-
ku- | ku- ka- ka- ka- ku-
shaku- | shaku- shakia- shaka- shaka- shaku-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in -u- in the C-Stem, X-Stem and A-Stem forms.
The -a- at the beginning of A-Stem Verb Bases is replaced by the -u-
of the Pronominal Prefix.



* All the prefixes end in -G- in the L-Stem and LX-Stem forms.

These four prefixes are all straightforward in their meanings and uses.

uténod'os :: it's watching over it

huténd'os :: it's watching over him
kuténd'os :: 1it's watching over her
shakuténs'ds :: he's watching over her

Chapter 21: The He-Group

There are only 3 members of the small He-Group of Pronominal Prefixes:

he- :: I do something to him
khe- :: I do something to her

I do something to them
she- :: vyou do something to her

you do something to them

The forms that these prefixes take with the five Stem Classes we have
seen is shown in the table below.

C X L LX A
he- | he- he- hé- hé- hey-
khe- | khe- khe- khé- khé- khey-
she- | she- she- shé- shé- shey-

We can note the following patterns:
* All the prefixes end in -he- in the C-Stem and X-Stem forms.
* All the prefixes end in -hé- in the L-Stem and LX-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -hey- in the A-Stem forms.

The prefix khe- means either "I do something to her” or "I do something
to them". The prefix she- means either "you do something to her" or "you
do something to them™. In both cases, the "them™ can be either masculine
or feminine, and either dual or plural. Note again the pattern of k-

meaning "I" and s- meaning "you".
heyaténd'és :: I'm watching over him
kheyaténd'ds :: I'm watching over her

I'm watching over them



sheyaténs'ds :: you're watching over her
you're watching over them

Chapter 22: The Leftovers

In this Chapter we'll learn the last bunch of Pronominal Prefixes. These
prefixes don't tend to fit with any of the other groups we've learned in
earlier Chapters, and so they just have to be learned on their own.

22.1. The Wo-Group

There are two members of the Wo-Group.

howoé- :: he does something to him
she does something to him
they do something to him

kowd-  :: it does something to it

They take the following forms:

C X L LX A
howd- | howo- howo— howd— howd— howo-
kowd- | kowo- kowo - kowd - kowd - kowo-

This prefix hdwo- has three meanings: "he does something to him", "she
does something to him", or "they do something to him," where "they" can
be either dual or plural, and either masculine or feminine. The prefix
kéwo- means: "it does something to it". It has the same meaning as the u-
prefix and the ka- prefix from earlier Chapters. The differences in

usage between these three prefixes will be explained later on. For both
of these prefixes, the -a- at the beginning of an A-Stem Verb Base drops
out and is replaced by the -6- of the prefix.

hoéwoténd'ds :: he's watching over him
she's watching over him
they're watching over him

kowoténd'dés :: it's watching over it

22.2. The Ko-Group

There are also two members of the Ko-Group.



ko- :: I do something to you
haké- :: he does something to them

They take the following forms:

C X L LX A
ko- | ko- ko- ko6- ko6- koy-
hakoé- | hako- hako- hako- hako- hakoy-

The prefix hakd- means "he does something to them,” where “"them" can be
either dual or plural, and either masculine or feminine.

koyaténd'os :: I'm watching over you
hakdyaténd'os :: he's watching over them (m/f)

22.3. The Rest: ya- and ethsi-

There are two other prefixes that are all on their own. The first is
ya-.

ya- :: he does something to you

It takes the following forms:

C X L LX A
va- | ya-  ya-  ya-  ya-  ya-
For example:
yaténd'és :: he's watching over you

The very last prefix is ethsi-.

ethsi- :: vyou two do something to her
you two do something to them
you all do something to her
you all do something to them

It takes the following forms:

ethsi- | ethsi- ethsi- ethsi- ethsi- ethsiy-

The prefix ethsi- has four meanings: "you both do something to her,"
"you both do something to them," "you all do something to her," "you all



do something to them," where "them™ can be either dual or plural, and
either masculine or feminine.

For example:

ethsiyaténd'sés :: you two are watching over her
you two are watching over them
you all are wacthing over her
you all are watching over them

Chapter 23: More Stem Classes: The K-Group

By now, we have seen all the Pronominal Prefixes in the language, and we
have seen the forms they take with 5 different Stem Classes: C, X, L, LX
and A. While the vast majority of Verb Bases in Mingo belong to one of
those 5 Stem Classes, there are other Stem Classes which we haven't yet
seen. These will be the focus of the next few chapters.

In total, there are 11 different Stem Classes. The 6 we haven't seen so
far are:

* E-Stem Class: Verb Bases beginning with -z&-. The Prefixes that
occur with E-Stem Verbs are almost the same as the Prefixes that
occur with C-Stem Verbs, except that any final -a- in a C-Stem
Prefix becomes -&- in an E-Stem prefix.

* E-Stem Class: Verb Bases beginning with -e-. There are very very
few E-Stem verbs in Mingo.

* Strong E-Stem Class: Some Verb Bases beginning with -&-. There
aren't many of these verbs.

* Weak E-Stem Class: Some Verb Bases beginning with &-. There are
more of these than there are Strong E-Stem verbs, but still not a
whole lot.

* O/U-Stem Class: Verb Bases beginning with either -6- or -u-.

* I-Stem Class: Verb Bases beginning with -i-.

We'll start our examination of these classes by looking at the K-Group
of Pronominal Prefixes.



ak- | ak- ak- ak- ak- ak- ak-
hak- | hak- hak- hak- hak- hak- hak-
ok- | ok- ok- ok- ok- ok- ok-
hok- | hok- hok- hok- hok- hok- hok-

As the table shows, all members of the K-Group keep the same form for
all 7 of these Stem Classes.

Below are examples of these prefixes with the Interactive Switch Active
Verb Base -gya'tahkw- "tease someone™ in the Habitual Aspect.

kaeya'tahkwa' :: I tease it
skeya'tahkwa' 1 you tease me
akeya'tahkwa' :: 1t teases me
hakaya'tahkwa' :: he teases me
Ookaya'tahkwa' :: she teases me
hokaeya'tahkwa' ::  they tease me

Chapter 24: The S-Group and the Sa-Group

In this Chapter we'll look at the S-Group and Sa-Group in the last 7
Stem Classes.

24.1. The S-Group

The S-Group of Pronominal Prefixes take the following forms:

E E sE wk 0/U I
s— | s- s-— s-— s-— s— s—
hehs- | hehs- hehs- hehs- hehs- hehs- hehs-

As the table shows, both of these prefixes keep the same form throught
all 7 of these Stem Classes.

For example:
saeya'tahkwa' ::  you tease it
hehsaya'tahkwa' ::  you tease him

24.2. The Sa-Group

The Sa-Group of Pronominal Prefixes take the following forms:



sa- | sa&- s— s— s— sa- sé-
esa- | ese&e- es- es- es- esa- esé-
hosa- | hose- hos- hos- hos- hosa- hosé-

We can note the following patterns:
* All the prefixes end in -s@- in the E-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -s- in the E-Stem, Strong E-Stem and Weak E-
Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -sa- in the 0/U-Stem form. The initial -6-
or -u- of the Verb Base does not drop out when these prefixes are

added.

* All the prefixes end in -sé- in the I-Stem forms. The initial -i-
of the Verb Base drops out and is replaced by the -&- of the
prefix.

For example:

sexya'tahkwa' :: 1t teases you

esaxya'tahkwa' :: she teases you

hoésezya'tahkwa' ::  they tease you

Chapter 25: The Ni-Group

In this Chapter we'll look again at the members of the Ni-Group. They
take the following forms:

E E sk wEk 0/U I
hni- | hni- hn- hny- hny- hn- hn-
shehni- | shehni- shehn- shehny- shehny- shehn- shehn-
akni- | akni- akn- akny- akny- akn- akn-
shakni- | shakni- shakn- shakny- shakny- shakn- shakn-
Ookni- | okni- okn- okny- okny- okn- okn-
shokni- | shokni- shokn- shokny- shokny- shokn-— shokn-
kni- | kni- kn- kny- kny- kn- kn-
hni- | hni- hn- hny- hny- hn- hn-
sni- | sni- sn-— sny- sny- sn-— sn-—
shesni- | shesni- shesn- shesny- shesny- shesn- shesn-
kni- | kni- kn- kny- kny- kn- kn-
skni- | skni- skn- skny- skny- skn- skn-

We can note the following patterns:



* All the prefixes end in -ni- in the E-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -n- in the E-Stem, 0/U-Stem, and I-Stem
forms.

* All the prefixes end in -ny- in the Strong E-Stem and Weak E-Stem

forms.
For example:
hnieya'tahkwa' 1 we two (incl) tease it
shehniaya'tahkwa' :: we two (incl) tease him
aknieya'tahkwa' 1 we two (excl) tease it
shaknizya'tahkwa' :: we two (excl) tease him
oknizya'tahkwa' :: 1t teases us both
shoknieya'tahkwa' :: he teases us both
knieya'tahkwa' :: they both (f) tease it
hnieya'tahkwa' :: they both (m) tease it
snizya'tahkwa' 11 you two tease it
it teases you both
shesnizya'tahkwa' :: he teases you both
you two tease him
knieya'tahkwa' :: I tease you both

we two tease you

we two tease you both
sknieya'tahkwa' ::  you both tease me

you tease us both

you two tease us both

Chapter 26: The Wa-Group

Next we turn to the Wa-Group. They take the following forms:

E E sk wk 0/Uu I

twa- | tweae- tw- tw- tw- ty- twé-
shetwa- | shetwae- shetw- shetw- shetw- shety- shetwé-
akwa- | akwae- akw- akw- akw- aky- akwé-
shakwa- | shakwa- shakw- shakw- shakw- shaky- shakwé-
Okwa- | Skwae- Okw- Okw- Okw- oky- okweé-
shokwa- | shokwe- shokw- shokw- shokw- shoky- shokwé-
swa- | swe- SW— SW— SW— sSy-— sSwé-
sheswa- | sheswa- shesw- shesw- shesw- shesy- sheswé-
kwa- | kwae- kw- kw- kw- ky- kwé-—
skwa- | skwa- skw- skw- skw- sky- skwé-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in -we- in the E-Stem forms.



* All the prefixes end in -w- in the E-Stem, Strong E-Stem and Weak
E-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -y- in the 0/U-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -wé- in the I-Stem forms. The initial -i-
of the Verb Base drops out, and is replaced by the -&- of the
prefix.

For example:

tweeya'tahkwa' :: we all (incl) tease it

shetweaya'tahkwa' :: we all (incl) tease him

akwezya'tahkwa' :: we all (excl) tease it

shakweaya'tahkwa' :: we all (excl) tease him

Okwazya'tahkwa' :: it tease us all

shokwezya'tahkwa' :: he teases us all

sweeya'tahkwa' :: you all tease it

it teases you all
sheswaeaya'tahkwa' :: you all tease him

he teases you all
kweeya'tahkwa' :: I tease you all

we two tease you all

we all tease you all

we all tease you

we all tease you two

skwaezeya'tahkwa' ::  you tease us all

you two tease us all

you all tease us all

you all tease me

you all tease us both

Chapter 27: The Ti-Group

Next we have the Ti-Group. They take the following forms:

E E sk wk 0/U I
hati- | hati- hén- hén- hén- hén- hén-
wati- | wati- wén- wén- wén- wén- wén-
huti- | huti- hun- hun- hun- hun- hun-
uti- | uti- un-— un-— un-— un-— un-—
howoti- | howoti- howén- howén- howén- howén- howén-
kowoti- | kowoti- kowén-— kowén-— kowén-— kowén-— kowén-
shakuti- | shakuti- shakun- shakun- shakun- shakun- shakun-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in -ti- in the E-Stem form.



* All the prefixes end in -én- or -un- in all the rest of the forms.

For example:
hatieya'tahkwa' they all (m) tease it
watieya'tahkwa' they all (f) tease it
hutieya'tahkwa' it teases them (m)
utieya'tahkwa' it teases them (f)
howotieya'tahkwa' she teases them (m)
they tease them (m)
kowotieya'tahkwa' she teases them (f)
they tease them (f)
shakutieya'tahkwa' they (m) tease her
Chapter 28: The Hi-Group
Next is the Hi-Group. They take the following forms:

E E sk wk 0/u I
akhi- | akhi- akhiy- akhiy- akhiy- akhiy- akh-
ethi- | ethi- ethiy- ethiy- ethiy- ethiy- eth-
O0khi- | okhi- okhiy- okhiy- okhiy- okhiy- okh-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in -hi- in the E-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in

-h- in the I-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -hiy- in all the rest of the forms.
For example:
akhieya'tahkwa' we (excl) tease her
we (excl) tease them
ethizya'tahkwa' we (incl) tease her
we (incl) tease them

she teases us
they tease us

6khiaya'tahkwa'

Chapter 29: The U-Group

Next is the U-Group. They take the following forms:



u- | u- aw- aw- u- a- u-
hu- | hu- haw- haw- hu- ha- hu-
ku- | ku- kaw- kaw- ku- ka- ku-
shaku- | shaku- shakaw- shakaw- shaku- shaka- shaku-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in -u- in the E-Stem, Weak E-Stem and I-Stem
forms. The initial -é- or -i- (but not -=-) of the Verb Base is
replaced by the -u- of the prefix.

* All the prefixes end in -aw- in the E-Stem and Strong E-Stem forms.

* All the prefixes end in -a- in the 0/U-Stem forms. The initial -6-
and -u- of the Verb Base do not drop out.

For example:
ueya'tahkwa' :: 1t teases it
huesya'tahkwa' :: 1t teases him
kueya'tahkwa' :: 1t teases her
shakuzya'tahkwa' :: he teases her

Chapter 30: The He-Group

Next is the He-Group. They have the following forms:

E E sk wEk 0/U I
he- | he- hey- hey- hey- hey- he-
khe- | khe- khey- khey- khey- khey- khe-
she- | she- shey- shey- shey- shey- she-

We can note the following patterns:

* All the prefixes end in -he- in the E-Stem and I-Stem forms. The
initial -i- of the Verb Base drops out and is replaced by -e-.

* All the prefixes end in -hey- in all the rest of the forms.

For example:
hezya'tahkwa' :: I tease him
kheaya'tahkwa' :: I tease her

I tease them



sheaya'tahkwa' you tease her

you tease them

Chapter 31: The Leftovers

Finally, we reach the leftover groups again.

31.1. The Wo-Group

The members of the W6-Group have the following forms:

E E sk wE
howd- | howe- how- how- how-
kowo- | kowa-— kow- kow- kow-

We can note the following patterns:

* Both of the prefixes end in -we-

0/u I
howoy- howé-
kowoy- kowée-

in the E-Stem forms. Both forms

also have an optional form ending in -wé&é- that can be used with E-

Stem Verb Bases.

When the optional form is used,

the second -é- of

the prefix replaces the initial -&- of the Verb Base.

* Both of the prefixes end in -w- in the E-Stem, Strong E-Stem and

Weak E-Stem forms.

* Both of the prefixes end in -wdy- in the O/U-Stem forms.

* Both of the prefixes end in -wé- in the I-Stem form.

The initial

-i- of the Verb Base drops out and is replaced by the -é- of the

prefix.

For example:

howeaya'tahkwa' he teases him

she teases him
they tease him

kowzzya'tahkwa' it teases it

31.2. The Ko-Group

The members of the K&-Group have the following forms:



ko- | koée- koy- koy- koy- koy- ko-
hakoé- | hakoé- hakoy- hakoy- hakoy- hakoy- hako-

We can note the following patterns:

* Both of the prefixes end in -ko6é- in the E-Stem form. The initial
-&- of the Verb Base drops out and is replaced by the -&- of the
prefix.

* Both of the prefixes end in -k6- in the I-stem form. The initial
-i- of the Verb Base drops out and is replaced by the -6- of the
prefix.

* Both of the prefixes end in -kdy- in all the rest of the forms.

For example:
koéya'tahkwa' :: I tease you
hakoééya'tahkwa' :: he teases them

31.3. The Rest: ya- and ethsi-

Last but not least are the two prefixes ya- and ethsi-. The prefix ya-
takes the following forms:

The initial -i- of the I-Stem Verb Bases drops out and is replaced by
the -é- of the prefix.

For example:

yeaya'tahkwa' :: he teases you

The prefix ethsi- takes the following forms:

E E sk wk 0/U I
ethsi- | ethsi- eothsiy- ethsiy- ethsiy- ethsiy- eths-
For example:
ethsieya'tahkwa' 11 you two tease her

you two tease them
you all tease her
you all tease them



Chapter 32: Modal Prefixes: Factual

By now, we have learned all of the Pronominal Prefixes and all of the
forms they take when they attach to different Stem Classes. Our next
task is to return to the Modal Prefixes. In earlier Chapters we learned

that there are three Modal Prefixes in Mingo: the Factual, the Future

and the Optative. We even learned the forms that these prefixes take

when they attach to some of the singular prefixes. In the following

Chapters, we will learn how the Modal Prefixes combine with all of the

Pronomi

We will begin with the Factual. The Factual prefix occurs in seven

nal Prefixes.

different forms: wa'-, wa-, wa-, u'-, e-, wa'a- and 6-. The examples in

this Chapter are based on the following C-Stem Verb Stems.

Interactive: -iwihsas "promise someone something"
Agent: -iwis'a’" "promise to do something"
Patient: -iwihsa'60k "have kept promising to do something"

32.1. The Factual Form wa’-

The wa'- form of the Factual prefix occurs before:

(1)

(2)

All vowel-initial pronominal prefixes except ak-
something to me";

The prefix ye- "she does something to it".

"it does

Note that when wa'- combines with ye-, the /y/ of the pronominal prefix

drops ou

akhi
akni
akwa
esa-
ethi
eths
Ok-

okhi
okni
Okwa

uti-

t.

- wa'akhi-
- wa'akni-
- wa'akwa-
wa'esa-
- wa'ethi-
wa'ethsi-
wa'ok-
- wa'okhi-
- wa'okni-
- wa'okwa-
wa'u-
wa'uti-

i-

wa'akhiiwihsas
wa'akniiwis'a'
wa'akwaiwis'a'
wa'esaiwihsas
wa'ethiiwihsas
wa'ethsiiwihsas
wa'dkiwihsas
wa'okhiiwihsas
wa'okniiwihsa'dok
wa'okwaiwihsa'dok
wa'uiwihsa'ddok
wa'utiiwihsa'ddk

we two (excl)
we two (excl)
we all (excl)

promised her
promised
promised

she promised you

we two

(incl)

promised her

she promised you two

she promised me

she promised us two

we two have kept promising
we all have kept promising
it has kept promising

they

(dpfn)

have kept promising



ye- wa'e- wa'eiwis'a' she promised

32.2. The Factual Form wa-

The wa- form of the Factual prefix occurs before Pronominal Prefixes
which start with an -h- followed by a vowel. Note that when wa-
combines with these prefixes, the -h- of the Pronominal Prefix drops out.

ha- waa- waaiwis'a' he promised

hak- waak- waakiwihsas he promised me

hako- waako- waakdiwihsas he promised them (dpm)
hati- waati- waatiiwis'a' they all (m) promised

he- wae- waeiwihsas I promised him

hehs- waehs- waehsiwihsas you promised him

hok- wadok- wadkiwihsas they two (m) promised me
hosa- wadsa- wadsaiwihsas they two (m) promised you
howo- wadwo- wadwdiwihsas he promised him

howoti- waowoti- wadwotiiwihsas she promised them (dpm)
hu- wau- wauiwihsa'ddk he has kept promising
huti- wauti- wautiiwihsa'66k they (dpm) have kept promising

32.3. The Factual Form wa-

The wa- form of the Factual prefix occurs before:

(1) the prefix hni- (2) "they two (m) do something to it";
(2) and the prefix ya- "he does something to you".

Note that when wa- combines with hni- (2), the initial /h/ of the
pronominal prefix drops out.

hni- (2) wani- waniiwis'a' they two (m) promised
ya- waya- wayaiwihsas he promised you

32.4. The Factual Form u'-

The u'- form of the Factual prefix occurs before:

(1) all k-initial prefixes except ku- "it does something to her";
(2) the prefix s- "you do something to it";

(3) all sh-initial and sk-initial prefixes;

(4) and the prefix wati- "they all (fn) do something to it".

k- u'k- u'kiwis'a' I promised

ka- u'ka- u'kaiwis'a' it promised

khe- u'khe- u'kheiwihsas I promised her

kni- (1) u'kni- u'kniiwis'a' they two (fn) promised



kni- (2) u'kni- u'kniiwihsas I promised you two

ko- u'ko- u'kdéiwihsas you promised me

kowo- u'koéwo- u'kéwoiwihsas it promised it

kowoti- u'koéwoti- u'kéwotiiwihsas she promised them (dpfn)
kwa- u'kwa- u'kwaiwihsas I promised you all

s- u's- u'siwis'a' you promised

shakni- u'shakni- u'shakniiwihsas we two (excl) promised him
shaku- u'shaku- u'shakuiwihsas he promised her

shakuti- u'shakuti- u'shakutiiwihsas they two (m) promised her
shakwa- u'shakwa- u'shakwaiwihsas we all (excl) promised him
she- u'she- u'sheiwihsas you promised her

shehni- u'shehni- u'shehniiwihsas we two (incl) promised him
shesni- u'shesni- u'shesniiwihsas he promised you two
sheswa- u'sheswa- u'sheswaiwihsas he promised you all
shetwa- u'shetwa- u'shetwaiwihsas we two (incl) promised him
shokni- u'shokni- u'shokniiwihsas he promised us two

shokwa- u'shokwa- u'shokwaiwihsas he promised us all

sk- u'sk- u'skiwihsas you promised me

skni- u'skni- u'skniiwihsas you promised us two

skwa- u'skwa- u'skwaiwihsas you promised us all

wati- u'wati- u'watiiwis'a' they all (fn) promised

32.5. The Factual Form e-

The e- form of the Factual prefix occurs before:

(1) the prefix hni- (1) "we two (incl) do something to it";

(2) the remaining s-initial prefixes;

(3) and the prefix twa- "we all (incl) do something to it".
hni- (1) ehni- ehniiwis'a' we two (incl) promised

sa- esa- esaiwihsa'66k you've kept promising

sni- (1) esni- esniiwis'a' you two promised

sni- (2) esni- esniiwihsa'66k you two have kept promising
swa- (1) eswa- eswaiwis'a' you all promised

swa- (2) eswa- eswaiwihsa'6b6k vyou all have kept promising
twa- etwa- etwaiwis'a' we all (incl) promised

32.6. The Factual Form wa'a-

The wa'a- form of the Factual prefix occurs before the prefix ku- "it
does something to her".
ku- wa'akuiwihsa'd6k

wa'aku- she's kept promising

32.7. The Factual Form 6-



The 6- form of the Factual prefix occurs before the prefix ak- "it does
something to me". Note that the -0- of the Facual prefix replaces the
-a- of the pronominal prefix.

ak- ok~

32.8. Summary

Okiwihsa'sbdok

I've kep

t promising

The three tables below provide a summary of the forms of the Factual +
Pronominal prefixes. The first table covers those prefixes for singular

Agents.

reflexive

u'ko-
you

wae-
him

u'khe-
her

u'k-

reflexive
two

u'kni-
you two

reflexive
all

u'kwa-
you all

u'khe-
them (m)

u'khe-
them (fn)

u'sk-
reflexive

waehs-—

u'she-

u's-
u'skni-

reflexive

u'skwa-

reflexive

u'she-

u'she-

waak-—
waya-

waowd—
u'shaku-

waa-
u'shokni-

u'shesni-
u'shokwa-
u'sheswa-
waako-

waako-

wa'ok-
wa'esa-

waowd—

wa'e-
wa'okhi-

wa'ethsi-

wa'okhi-

wa'ethsi-

waowoti-

u'kowoti-

This second table shows the prefixes for dual Agents.

you and I

reflexive
reflexive
u'shehni-
wa'ethi-
ehni-
reflexive
reflexive
reflexive
reflexive
wa'ethi-

s/he and I

reflexive
u'kni-
u'shakni-
wa'akhi-
wa'akni-
reflexive
u'kni-
reflexive
u'kwa-
wa'akhi-

you two

u'skni-
reflexive
u'shesni-
wa'ethsi-
esni-
u'skni-
reflexive
u'skwa-
reflexive
wa'ethsi-

they two

wadk-
wadsa-—
waowod—
u'shakuti-
wani-
wa'okhi-
wa'ethsi-
wa'dkhi-
wa'ethsi-
waowoti-

ok-
esa-

wau-

wa'aku-

u'ka-/wa'u-/u'kowd-

wa'okni-

esni-

wa'Okwa-

eswa-

wauti-

wa'uti-

wadk-
wadsa-—
waowod—

?

u'kni-
wa'okhi-
wa'ethsi-
wa'dkhi-
wa'ethsi-
waowoti-

me
you
him
her
it

us two
you two
us all
you all

them

(m)

me

it
us

us



wa'ethi- wa'akhi- wa'ethsi- u'kowoti- u'kowoti- | them (fn)

Lastly, this third table shows the prefixes for plural Agents.
y'all and I they and I vy'all they all (m) they all (fn)
reflexive reflexive u'skwa- wadk- wadk- | me
reflexive u'kwa- reflexive wadsa- wadsa- | you
u'shetwa- u'shakwa- u'sheswa- wadwo- wadwo- | him
wa'ethi- wa'akhi- wa'ethsi- u'shakuti- ? | her
etwa- wa'akwa- eswa- waati- u'wati- | it
reflexive reflexive u'skwa- wa'okhi- wa'dkhi- | us two
reflexive u'kwa- reflexive wa'ethsi- wa'ethsi- | you two
reflexive reflexive u'skwa- wa'okhi- wa'dkhi- | us all
reflexive u'kwa- reflexive wa'ethsi- wa'ethsi- | you all
wa'ethi- wa'akhi- wa'ethsi- wadwoti- wadwoti- | them (m)
wa'ethi- wa'akhi- wa'ethsi- u'kowoti- u'kowoti- | them (fn)

Chapter 33: Modal Prefixes: Future

The Future prefix occurs in 6 forms: é-, 8y-, é-, €h-, éya-, and éwo-.

The examples in this chapter are based on the following C-Stem Verb

Stems:

Interactive: -ya'tandstat "guard someone"

Agent: -ndstat "guard something"

Patient: -nostatdodk "have kept guarding something™

33.1. The Future Form é-

The é- form of the Future prefix occurs before:
(1) all h-initial prefixes, except hni- (2) "they two (m) do

something to it";

(2) all k-initial prefixes, except ku- "it does something to her";
(3) all s-initial prefixes, except s- "you do something to it";
(4) the prefix twa- "we all (incl) do something to it";
(5) the prefix wati- "they all (fn) do something to it";
(6) and the prefix ye- "she does something to it".

Note that when é- combines with Pronominal Prefixes that start with an
-h- followed by a vowel, the -h- of the Pronominal Prefix is lost.

With these same prefixes, there can also be changes in the quality of
the vowel of the Pronominal Prefix. With the four ha-initial prefixes,



ha- "he does something to it", hak- "he does something to me", hako- "he
does something to them (dpm)"”, and hati- "they all (m) do something to
it", along with the loss of the -h-, the -a- of the prefix changes to

-0-, by a rule called "contagious nasalization™. As a result, the
combination of the Future Prefix é- with the Pronominal Prefix hak- "he
does something to me", is the same as the combination of the Future with
hok- "they two (m) do something to me", both being &6k-.

This rule also triggers a change from -a- to -0- with the prefix wati-
"they all (fn) do something to it", when the Future Prefix é- is added.

With the prefixes swa- (1) "you all do something to it", and swa- (2)
"it does something to you all”, the rule of contagious nasalization
applies optionally, yielding either &swa- or &swo-.

In the cases of the prefixes he- "1 do something to him" and hehs- "you
do something to him", the resulting forms ée- and éehs- have alternate
forms ee- and eehs-.

ha- 86— Eondstat
it
hak- eok- éokya'tandstat
me
hako- eoko- éokdya'tandstat
them (dpm)
hati- eoti- é0tindstat
will guard it
he- ge-/ee- geya'tandstat / eeya'tandstat
him
hehs- éehs-/eehs- éehsya'tandstat / eehsya'tandstéat
guard him
hni- (1) éhni- Ehnindstat
will guard it
hok- eok- éokya'tandstat
will guard me
hoésa- Ebsa- &bsaya'tandstat
will guard you
howo- E0wWo— éowdya'tandstat
him
howoti- eowdti- gowdtiya'tandstéat
guard them (dpm)
hu- éu-/eu- éundstatddk
guarding it
huti- éuti-/euti- éutindstatddk / eutindstatddk

(dpm) will keep guarding it

k- ek- éknodstéat
it

ka- éka- ékandstat
it

khe- ékhe- ékheya'tandstat
her

kni- (1) ékni- éknindstéat

he will guard
he will guard
he will guard
they all (m)

I will guard

you will

we two (incl)
they two (m)

they two (m)

he will guard
she will

he will keep

they all

I will guard

it will guard
I will guard

they two (£fn)



will guard it

kni- (2) ékni-
you two

ko- eko-
you

kowo- ekowo-
it

kowoti- ekowoti-
guard them (dpfn)

kwa-— ekwa-
you all

sa-— e€sa-
guarding it

shakni- €shakni-
will guard him

shaku- éshaku-
her

shakuti- éshakuti-
will guard her

shakwa- éshakwa-
will guard him

she- éshe-
guard her

shehni- €shehni-
will guard him

shesni- é&shesni-
you two

sheswa- €sheswa-
you all

shetwa- éshetwa-
will guard him

shokni- éshokni-
us two

shokwa- éshokwa-
us all

sk- ésk-
guard me

skni- éskni-
guard us two

skwa- éskwa-
guard us all

sni- (1) ésni-
guard it

sni- (2) ésni-
keep guarding it

swa—- (1) éswa-/8swo-
guard it

swa- (2) éswa-/8swd-
keep guarding it

twa- etwa-
will guard it

wati- ewoti-
will guard it

ye- Eye-

guard it

ékniya'tandstat
ékoya'tandstat
ekowonostat
ékowotiya'tandstat
ékwaya'tandstat
&sandstatbdk
éshakniya'tandstéat
éshakuya'tandstéat
éshakutiya'tanostat
éshakwaya'tandstat
ésheya'tandstat
éshehniya'tandstéat
éshesniya'tandstat
ésheswaya'tandstat
éshetwaya'tandstat
éshokniya'tandstat
éshokwaya'tandstat
éskya'tandstat
éskniya'tandstat
éskwaya'tandstat
ésnindstat
€snindstatddk
éswandstat / éswonodstéat
éswandstatddk / éswdndstatddk
étwandstat
éwotindstat

Eyendstéat

I will guard
I will guard
it will guard
she will

I will guard
you will keep
we two (excl)
he will guard
they two (m)
we all (excl)
you will

we two (incl)
he will guard
he will guard
we all (incl)
he will guard
he will guard
you will

you will

you will

you two will
you two will
you all will
you all will
we all (incl)
they all (fn)

she will



33.2. The Future Form éy-

The éy- form of the Future Prefix occurs before all vowel-initial
prefixes except ak- it does something to me".

akhi- éyakhi- éyakhiya'tanostat we two (excl) will guard her
akni- éyakni- éyaknindstéat we two (excl) will guard it
akwa- éyakwa- éyakwandstat we all (excl) will guard it
esa- gyesa- éyesaya'tandstéat she will guard you

ethi- Eyethi- éyethiya'tandstat we two (incl) will guard her
ethsi- Eyethsi- éyethsiya'tandstat she will guard you two

ok- eyok- éyokya'tandstat she will guard me

6khi- gyokhi- éydkhiya'tandstat she will guard us two

6kni- eyokni- éydknindstatddk we two will keep guarding it
Okwa- egyokwa- gyokwanodstatdodk we all will keep guarding it
u- Eyu- Eyundstatddk it will keep guarding it
uti- éyuti- éyutindstatddk they (dpfn) will keep guarding it

33.3. The Future Form é-

The é- form of the Future Prefix occurs before:

(1) the prefix hni- (2) "they two (m) do something to it";
(2) and the prefix ya- "he does something to you".

Note that when é- combines with hni- (2), the initial -h- of the
Pronominal Prefix drops out.

hni- (2) éni- énindstat they two (m) will guard it
ya- éya- éyaya'tandstat he will guard you

33.4. The Future Form éh-

The éh- form of the Future Prefix occurs before the prefix s- "you do
something to it".

s- Ehs- hsnostat you will guard it

33.5. The Future Form éya-

The éya- form of the Future Prefix occurs before the prefix ku- "it does
something to her".



ku éyaku- éyakundéstatddk she will keep guarding it

33.6. The Future Form éwo-

The éwo- form of the Future Prefix occurs before the prefix ak- "it does
something to me". Note that the -0- of the Future Prefix replaces the
-a- of the Pronominal Prefix.
Ewokndstatddk

ak Ewok- I will keep guarding it

33.7. Summary

The three tables below provide a summary of the forms of the Future +
Pronominal prefixes. The first table covers those prefixes for singular

Agents.
I you he she it
reflexive ésk- eok- eyok- Ewdk- | me
eko- reflexive éya- gyesa- &sa- | you
ge-/ee- éehs-/eehs- EOWO- EOWO- éu-/eu- | him
ekhe- éshe- éshaku- ? eyaku- | her
k- éhs- 86— gye- éka-/éyu-/ékowd- | it
reflexive éskni- éshokni- gyodkhi- éyodkni- | us
two
ékni- reflexive éshesni- éyethsi- ésni- | you
two
reflexive éskwa- éshokwa- éyokhi- gydkwa- | us
all
ekwa- reflexive ésheswa- éyethsi- éswa-/8swo- | you
all
€khe- €she- E6ko- Eowoti- éuti-/euti- | them
(m)
Ekhe- &she- E0ko- ekowoti- éyuti- | them
(fn)
This second table shows the prefixes for dual Agents.
you and I s/he and I you two they two (m) they two (fn)
reflexive reflexive éskni- eok- eok- | me
reflexive ékni- reflexive E6sa- Ebsa- | you
éshehni- éshakni- éshesni- EOWO— EOWO— | him
égyethi- éyakhi- éyethsi- éshakuti- ? | her
éhni- éyakni- ésni- éni- ékni- | it
reflexive reflexive éskni- egyokhi- Eyokhi- | us two
reflexive ekni- reflexive Eyethsi- Eyethsi- | you two
reflexive reflexive Eskwa- eyokhi- gydkhi- | us all



reflexive egkwa- reflexive gyethsi- éyethsi- | you all
gyethi- éyakhi- éyethsi- eowoti- eowoti- | them (m)
Eyethi- éyakhi- Eyethsi- ekowoti- ekowoti- | them (fn)
Lastly, this third table shows the prefixes for plural agents.
y'all and I they and I y'all they all (m) they all (fn)
reflexive reflexive éskwa- eok- E0k- | me
reflexive ékwa- reflexive Ebsa- Ebsa- | you
éshetwa- éshakwa- é&sheswa- EOwo - EOWo - | him
Eyethi- éyakhi- Eyethsi- éshakuti- ? | her
étwa- éyakwa- éswa-/éswd- éoti- éwoti- | it
reflexive reflexive Eskwa- Eyokhi- Egyokhi- | us two
reflexive gkwa- reflexive éyethsi- éyethsi- | you two
reflexive reflexive éskwa- gyodkhi- gyokhi- | us all
reflexive Ekwa- reflexive Eyethsi- Eyethsi- | you all
Eyethi- éyakhi- éyethsi- Eowoti- Eowoti- | them (m)
Eyethi- éyakhi- éyethsi- ekowoti- Ekowoti- | them (fn)

Chapter 34: Modal Prefixes: Optative

The Optative Prefix occurs in six different forms: aa-, aay-, aa-, ae-,
aaya- and aaw-. The examples in this chapter are based on the following
C-Stem Verb Stems:

Interactive: -wénéé't talk to someone (about something) pnc
Agent: -wénéé't talk about something pnc
Patient: -wénéé'took kept talking about something statcont

34.1. The Optative Form aa-

The aa- form of the Optative Prefix occurs before:

all prefixes which start with an -h- followed by a vowel;

all k-initial prefixes, except ku- "it does something to her";
all sh-initial and sk-initial prefixes;

the prefix wati- "they all (fn) do something to it";

and the prefix ye- "she does something to it".

g w N

Note that when aa- combines with the prefixes beginning with an -h-
followed by a vowel, the -h- of the Pronominal Prefix drops out.

ha-
hak-

aaawénéé't
aaakwénéé't

aaa-
aaak-

he might talk about it
he might talk about it to me



hako-
(dpm)
hati-
he-
hehs-
hok-
to me
hosa-
to you
howo—
howoti-
(dpm)
hu
it
huti-
about it
k_
ka-
khe-
kni- (1)
it
kni-
ko-
kowo-
kowoti-
(dpfn)
kwa-
shakni-
it to him
shaku-
shakuti-
to her
shakwa-
it to him
she-
shehni-
it to him
shesni-
two
sheswa-
all
shetwa-
it to him
shokni-
shokwa-
sk-
skni-
two
skwa-
all
wati-

(2)

it
ye-

34.2. The Optative Form aay-

aaako-
aaati-
aae-
aaehs-
aadk-

aadsa-

aaowo-
aadwoti-

aau-
aauti-
aak-
aaka-
aakhe-
aakni-
aakni-
aako-
aakowo-

aakowoti-

aakwa-
aashakni-

aashaku-
aashakuti-

aashakwa-

aashe-
aashehni-

aashesni-
aasheswa-
aashetwa-
aashokni-
aashokwa-
aask-
aaskni-
aaskwa-

aawati-

aaye-

aaakowénéé't
aaatiwénéé't
aaewéneé't
aaehswénéé't
aadkwénéée't

aabsawénéé't

aadwowénéé't

aadwotiwénéé't

aauwénéé'tddk

aautiwénéé'todk

aakwénéé't
aakawénéé't
aakhewéneé't
aakniwénéé't

aakniwénéé't
aakowénéé't
aakowowénéé't
aakowotiwénéé

aakwawénéé't
aashakniwénéé

't

't

aashakuwénéé't

aashakutiwénéé't

aashakwawénéé

aashewénéé't
aashehniwénéé

aashesniwénéé
aasheswawénéé
aashetwawénéé
aashokniwénéé
aashdkwawénéé
aaskwénéé't

aaskniwénéé't
aaskwawénéé't

aawatiwénéé't

aayewénéeé't

't
't
't
't

't

't
't

he might talk about it to them

they all

(m)

might talk about it

I might talk about it to him
you might talk about it to him

they two

they two

(m)

(m)

might talk about it

might talk about it

he might talk about it to him
she might talk about it to them

he might have kept talking about

they

(dpm)

might've kept talking

I might talk about it
it might talk about it

I might talk about it to
they two

I might talk about it to
I might talk about it to

(fn)

might

her
talk about
you two
you

it might talk about it to it
she might talk about it to them

I might talk about it to you all

we

two (excl)

might

talk about

he might talk about it to her

they two

we

(m)

all (excl)

might

might talk about it

talk about

you might talk about it to her

we

he

he

we

he
he

two (incl)
might talk
might talk
all (incl)

might talk
might talk

might
about
about
might

about
about

talk about
it to you
it to you
talk about

it to us two
it to us all

you might talk about it to me
you might talk about it to us

you might talk about it to us

they all

(fn)

might

talk about

she might talk about it



The aay- form of the Optative Prefix occurs before all vowel-initial
prefixes except ak- it does something to me".

akhi-
to her
akni-
akwa-
esa-
ethi-
to her
ethsi
two
ok-
okhi-
Okni-
about it
Okwa-
about it
u-
it
uti-

aayakhi-
aayakni-
aayakwa-
aayesa-
aayethi-
aayethsi-
aayok-
aayokhi-
aayokni-
aayokwa-

aayu-

aayuti-

talking about it

aayakhiwénéé't
aayakniwénéé't
aayakwawénéé't
aayesawénéé't
aayethiwénéé't
aayethsiwénéé't
aayokwénéé't
aayokhiwénéé't
aayokniwénéé'tddk
aayokwawénéé'tddk

aayuwénéé'tddk

aayutiwénéé'tbok

34.3. The Optative Form aa-

The &&- form of the Optative Prefix occurs before:

(1) the prefix hni-

(2) "they two (m) doe

we two (excl) might talk about
we two (excl) might talk about
we all (excl) might talk about
she might talk about it to you
we two (incl) might talk about
she might talk about it to you

she might talk about it to me

it

it
it

it

she might talk about it to us two

we two might have kept talking

we all might have kept talking

it might have kept talking about

they (dpfn) might have kept

s something to it";

(2) and the prefix ya- "he does something to you".

Note that when aa- combines with hni- (2), the initial -h- of the
Pronominal Prefix drops out.

hni- (2)
ya-

dani-
daya-

dédniwénéé't they two
ddyawénéé't he might

34.4. The Optative Form ae-

The ae- form of the Optative Prefix occurs before:

(1) the prefix hni-

(1) "we two (incl) do

(2) the remaining s-initial prefixes;
(3) and the prefix twa- "we all (incl) do

hni- (1)
s—
sa-
sni- (1)
sni- (2)

about it

aehni-
aes-
aesa-
aesni-
aesni-

aehniwénéé't we

aeswénéé't you
aesawénéé'tddk you
aesniwénéé't you
aesniwénéé'tbok you

(m) might talk about it
talk about it to you

something to it";

something to it".

two (incl) might talk about it
might talk about it

might have kept talking about it

two might talk about it
two might have kept talking



swa—- (1) aeswa- aeswawénéé't you all might talk about it

swa- (2) aeswa- aeswawénéé'took you all might have kept talking
about it

twa- aetwa- aetwawénéé't we all (incl) might talk about it

34.5. The Optative Form aaya-

The aaya- form of the Optative Prefix occurs before the prefix ku- "it
does something to her".

ku- aayaku- aayakuwénéé'took she might have kept talking about it

34.6. The Optative Form aaw-

The aaw- form of the Optative Prefix occurs before the prefix ak- "it
does something to me".

ak- aawak- aawakwénéé'tddk I might have kept talking about it

34.7. Summary

The three tables below provide a summary of the forms of the Optative +

Pronominal prefixes. The first table covers those prefixes for singular

Agents.
I you he she it
reflexive aask- aaak- aayok- aawak- me
aako- reflexive dadya- aayesa- aesa-
you
aae- aaehs- aadwo— aadwo- aau-
him
aakhe- aashe- aashaku- ? aayaku-
her
aak- aes- aaa- aaye- aaka-/aayu-/aakowd- it
reflexive aaskni- aashokni- aaydkhi- aaydkni- us
two
aakni- reflexive aashesni- aayethsi- aesni-
you two
reflexive aaskwa- aashokwa- aayokhi- aayokwa- us
all
aakwa- reflexive aasheswa- aayethsi- aeswa-
you all
aakhe- aashe- aaako- aadwoti- aauti-
them (m)
aakhe- aashe- aaako- aakowdti- aayuti-

them (fn)



you and I

s/he and I

you two

This second table shows the prefixes for dual Agents.

they two (m)

reflexive
reflexive
aashehni-
aayethi-
aehni-
reflexive
reflexive
reflexive
reflexive
aayethi-
aayethi-

y'all and I they and I

reflexive
aakni-
aashakni-
aayakhi-
aayakni-
reflexive
aakni-
reflexive
aakwa-
aayakhi-
aayakhi-

aaskni-
reflexive
aashesni-
aayethsi-
aesni-
aaskni-
reflexive
aaskwa-
reflexive
aayethsi-
aayethsi-

aadk-
aadsa-
aadwo-

aashakuti-

adani-
aaydkhi-
aayethsi-
aayokhi-
aayethsi-
aadwoti-
aakowoti-

Lastly, this third table shows the prefixes for plural Agents.

they all (m)

they all

aadk-
aadsa-
aadwo-

?

aakni-
aaydkhi-
aayethsi-
aayokhi-
aayethsi-
aadéwoti-
aakowoti-

me
you

him

her

it

us two
you two
us all
you all
them (m)
them (fn)

reflexive
reflexive
aashetwa-
aayethi-
aetwa-
reflexive
reflexive
reflexive
reflexive
aayethi-
aayethi-

reflexive
aakwa-
aashakwa-
aayakhi-
aayakwa-
reflexive
aakwa-
reflexive
aakwa-
aayakhi-
aayakhi-

aaskwa-
reflexive
aasheswa-
aayethsi-
aeswa-
aaskwa-
reflexive
aaskwa-
reflexive
aayethsi-
aayethsi-

aadk-
aadsa-
aadwo-

aashakuti-

aaati-
aayokhi-
aayethsi-
aayokhi-
aayethsi-
aadwoti-
aakowoti-

aaok-
aadsa-
aadwo-

?

aawati-
aayokhi-
aayethsi-
aayokhi-
aayethsi-
aadwoti-
aakowoti-

me

you

him

her

it

us two
you two
us all
you all
them (m)
them (fn)



